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As most of you who know me know, I believe in recognizing those who give of their 

time and expertise to the FJCC all year round.  Since we have just finished our month of 
holidays, let me devote this message to thanking those who made our holidays so beautiful 
this year. 

To give you a better idea of just how labor intensive a project the holidays are, we 
must begin with a thank you to those who began a good month or two ahead with the 
touch up work and the replacement of ceiling tiles: 

 
Touch up work: Alan Hylton, Steve Greenstein and Neil Wolff 
Ceiling tiles: Scott Schipper, Zel Gerstein, Dave Gropper, Marc Feinberg and Josh Kates 
 

Now we can proceed to the holidays themselves.  Of all the people in the 
congregation who make the services run so smoothly, none is more important than Dan 
Gross.  He and Jeff Doshna sit with me to determine the aliyot; he walks around with the 
seating chart for weeks making sure that everyone gets his or her proper seat and taking 
complaints if it is not what individuals wanted; on Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur he 
serves as greeter, usher and aliyah prompter all in one, walking, I would say, a good 
couple of miles every service, tending to everyone’s needs and making adjustments for 
those who arrive late or not at all for their aliyot, etc.  He also put up all the no parking 
signs.  A thank you to Dan, again, for his superb effort. 

 
Ushers: Ira Arden who keeps things orderly and Dan Gross 
Flowers: Nomi and Jack Forman, Suzanne and Steve Kalafer for the beautiful flowers on 
Rosh HaShana; Evie and Phil Stern for Yom Kippur 
Chazzanim: Eliot Friedman for his beautiful Shacharit (morning service) Rosh HaShana 
and Yom Kippur; Harry Rapkin for his stirring Mincha on Yom Kippur; and Yoni Avital 
for Musaf, Kol Nidre and Ne’ilah. 
Gabbaim: Paul Schneiderman and Bruce Moskovitz 
Torah Readers: Rachelle Butt, Ariel Jakubowski, Josh Weinstein, Rebecca Short, 
Samantha Schapiro, Matt Neibart, Kaitlin Greenstein, Leslie Dudzinski, Jessica Ort, 

David Riche, Julia Sirota, Allie Rubin, Aaron Frank, Jacob Camins-Esakoff, Mitchell Miller, Mikayla Kaplan, Mark Gertzman, Rachel Gold, 
Jake Clarin, Leah Kleiman and Bruce Moskovitz 
Haftara : Evan Weisblatt, Danielle Rubin, Michael Goldman and Shane Gerstein 
Shofar Blowing: Steve Rubin 
Security: Ed Mehrlust and his crew, and the wonderful members of the Raritan Township Police Department 

 
We also appreciate Carol Wolf for stepping up to the plate with an inspiring address on behalf of Sisterhood.  So much for the adults. 

 
Junior Congregation: Lois Gross for her expert guidance 

Teachers: Karen Walsh, Barbara Clarin, Mona Shapiro, Debra Kesselhaut and Fallon Gross 
 Hebrew High students: Jordan Alexander, Jamie Alexander, Mikayla Kaplan, Sharon Landstrom, Emily Clarin, Josh Weinstein, David 

Riche, Danielle Rubin, Philip Reid-Green, Mitchell Miller, Carly Braff, Jessica Ort, Sydney Winnick, Cydney Cohn, Rachel Gold, Mark 
Rothfeld, Michael Goldman, Evan Weisblatt, Kimberly Wolff, Jennifer Jennis, Ariel Jakubowski, Aaron Frank, Matt Neibart, Dana 
Schindler and Philip Pogash. 

 Parent/Adult volunteers: Josy Kestenbaum, Jake Walsh, Sharon Rednor, Doreen Frank, Sharon Winnick, Mitchell Gross, Michelle 
Cohn, Joyce Schindler, Pauline Jennis, Cara London, Leslie Reid-Green, Marlene Wolff, Sheri Hampson and Robin Alexander. 

(See Rabbi’s Message page 4) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
As is our custom, my Yizkor Appeal is reprinted in this 

month's bulletin.  For those who heard it “live,” you already 
know that I issued a bold challenge to the congregation – to 
raise enough money to eliminate our Building Fund, and to 
start paying off the debt.  Our goal is simple:  to radically 
change the fixed costs of running the synagogue, so that 
dues are once again affordable for prospective new families. 

I am proud to say that as of October 15th, over $51,000 
has been pledged.  The congregation has met my first 
challenge of $50,000 to get rid of the Building Fund, and 
any additional contributions will be directly used to reduce 
our debt.  If you have not yet made your Yizkor pledge, I ask 
that you do so as soon as possible.  I hope to report our final 
tally in the December bulletin, and let everyone know how 
much we've been able to reduce the debt.  - JPD 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
Good Morning.  I hope everyone is having an easy fast. 
This is the fourth year that I have had the privilege of 

addressing our congregation at the start of our Yizkor 
service.  In my first appeal, I had the unique pleasure to 
welcome everyone to our new home.  The next year, I got to 
spend time talking about Rabbi Evan Jaffe, who was being 
honored for his 20 years of service to the Flemington Jewish 
Community Center.  And last year, I spoke about the losses 
we faced over the previous year, and the challenges for the 
year to come. 

In that time, I have learned that a good Yizkor speech is 
equal parts “State of the Union” and “Fund Raising appeal.”  
Add a joke for good measure.  A biblical reference or two 
doesn't hurt.  Keep it short.  So that's where you would 
expect me to go this morning, but I want to take a slightly 
different tack as I articulate my vision for where we need to 
go over the next several years. 

A year ago, we gathered on this day in the immediate 
aftermath of the fall of Lehman Brothers, a plummeting 
stock market, and the real possibility that our financial 
system was broken beyond repair.  I said that we didn't know 
what the future months would bring, but that the community 
here at the FJCC was one that could weather any storm. 

And we have.  Thanks to the generosity of a number of 
families, our B'tzarkay Tzibor supplemental fundraiser was 
able to plug a $25,000 hole in our budget.  Our Nursery 
School's continued success added much needed revenue, and 
our ongoing fundraisers – Bingo and Gift Cards – have also 
helped. 

People often ask me, “How's the synagogue doing?”  It's 
a polite question, often answered with a simple, “We're 
doing okay.”  But the reality is that we are – like almost 
every other synagogue out there – struggling to find the way 
forward. 

The single number that people want to know about is 
our membership.  How many members does the synagogue 
have?  Have you been adding new families?  Are you losing 
some?  For whatever reason, this single statistic is what 
others use to measure our success. 

Well, to be honest, this is the first year in my memory 
that we really haven't added many families at all. 
(See President’s Message page4) 

SISTERHOOD CORNER 
Shalom, Sisters ~ 

Whenever the need for a new Sisterhood president is 
announced during services, my husband flippantly volunteers to 
assume the role, knowing full well that he’s safely out of the 
running.  His chortled bid was amusing several months ago, but 
now it’s just plain irritating. 

Past-presidents and board members have been anxiously 
commiserating with one another, wondering from where the 
next generation of synagogue leadership will arise.  Is it 
possible that the FJCC is fresh out of brave and enterprising 
women willing to take the helm of its Sisterhood?  Is there none 
among us who feels she is up to the task? 

Often, it’s simply a vacuum-effect that creates a leader.  
(The phrase “I was sucked into that one…” probably originated 
during a Sisterhood meeting.)  I don’t recall feeling particularly 
confident or born-for-the-job when a friend suggested that Cara 
London and I team up as co-presidents, but the opportunity to 
learn something new and contribute to a worthy cause appealed 
to me.  The fact that no one else was stepping forward didn’t 
make the idea less flattering or plausible; it was nice to be 
needed. 

Sisterhood volunteers may start off as novices, but we all 
evolve into mentors.  We forge bonds as we co-chair events, 
developing friendships and community strength through a “see 
one, do one, teach one” system of learning.  For me, these 
experiences helped fill the void created by my choice to live so 
far from my childhood family and friends.  Being a part of this 
group has given me direction, taught me something valuable 
and greatly enriched my life. 

Yes, there was a learning curve and a lot of hard work was 
involved, but nothing worth doing is ever easy.  Conversely, I 
wonder if the perception of what it takes to lead the Sisterhood 
hasn’t been exaggerated in the minds of our potential 
candidates.  There seems to be a merciless self-vetting process 
that precludes anyone from feeling worthy of the position. 

I’m asking you to take another look at your capabilities.  
Being Sisterhood president doesn’t have to be an overwhelming 
task and, unless one feels obliged to micromanage, there has 
never been a better time to assume the role.  Check the 
Sisterhood sign-up board and you’ll find the names of past-
presidents and chairpersons who have many years of experience 
running events and committees.  The current term offers a 
golden opportunity for a leader to let her very capable 
committee chairs take the ball and run with it.  

For instance, last month the New Member Oneg/Back to 
School Ice Cream Social was co-chaired by Judy Gold and 
Sharon Winnick.  On November 1st, the Sisterhood Holiday 
Bazaar will be chaired by Adah Radzin.  On December 6th, the 
Semi-Annual Blood Drive will be chaired by Melissa Kleiman.  
These women, like so many others in our membership, have a 
wealth of knowledge and follow-through you can rely on.  
Please, join me in thanking them for all their hard work in 
making these events successful.  All together, now: Todah 
Rabah! 

Oh, by the way, Mazel Tov and yasha co'ach to you, dear 
reader!  You’ve just performed a Sisterhood presidential 
function.  Wasn’t that easy?  See, if I can do it, you can, too!  
(Unless your name is Mitch Clarin…) 

B’Shalom ~ 
Barbara Clarin 
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This Year, 5770, the program scheduled for the K-12th 

graders went exceptionally well.  We were fortunate to have 
our Cantor, Yoni Avital, conduct services for the older 
students.  He engaged them, and there was much praying in 
the multi purpose room.  It was wonderful to see.  It was 
meaningful and I heard many nice comments from the 
parents.  The program was successful because of the many 
volunteers who helped and I would like to acknowledge 
them here. 

I’d like to thank the teachers who this year came in to 
do a mini lesson for Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.  

Luckily, we also had a great group of Hebrew High students 
who helped in the classroom for the younger grades as well.  
Thanks to all of them for their enthusiasm: 

To the parent and adult volunteers who always say yes 
when I call, Todah Rabah. 

I couldn’t have done it without all of you.  Todah 
Rabah, and all the best for a happy and healthy 5770. 

Sincerely, 
Lois Gross 

High Holiday Junior Congregation Coordinator 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

��������������������
I have waited until I had confirmation of accounts 

before writing this, but the thanks are long overdue. 
I have been working for over two years to restore a 

Jewish cemetery in Dubiecko, Poland, one of the “Lost 
Jewish Communities” in Galicia, Poland.  To this end, I have 
been working with wonderful Jewish musicians using the 
music of my grandfather, Chaskel Frand, the Klezmer 
musician and group leader of Dubiecko, to revive awareness 
of this project. 

On August 7 and 8 a wonderful Shabbaton was held at 
the Flemington Jewish Community Center with nationally 
known and respected musician and educator, Sam Glaser.  
Sam generously reduced his fees, did not charge the travel 
costs from California, and graciously wrote up a wonderful 
article on the event in his international newsletter.  The 
article was further picked up by a dear friend in Hilton Head, 
South Carolina, Rabbi Arthur Segal, and distributed to areas 
as far away as London, England, from his web blog.  In 
addition, my daughters Heather and Danielle asked friends 
and family to contribute to the effort in honor of my 
husband, Ken’s, and my 30th wedding anniversary. 

To add to the event, Adrianne Greenbaum, 
internationally known Klezmer flute player, who has been 
transcribing this music folio for modern musicians, came 
with a violinist, herself a refugee from Soviet Ukraine, to 
play this music for the first time on this side of the ocean, 
and for the first time since 1939. 

The end result of these efforts and the proceeds from the 
Shabbaton and concert, is that we have surpassed the amount 
necessary to assure the first year of grounds management 
and improvement.  The office of the Chief Rabbi of Poland 
has offered to make a monument in the cemetery to mark the 

mass grave, and we are well on our way to making a 
monument to the Jewish community of Poland and the 
murdered members of that once thriving Jewish community 
– men, women, and children. 

The sponsors who donated $180 or more to this event 
include Milton Frant, Danielle Brooks, Ken and Sharon 
Brooks, Phyllis and Gary Gunther, Heather and Bob Scott, 
Judy Nussbaum, Jerry Liboff, Rabbi Evan Jaffe, Jeff and 
Sarah Doshna, Alyssa and Jim Fox, Jon Fellin and Bruce 
Moskowitz, Bernice and Eugene Bernstein, Sherry Barsky, 
and William and Lois Rubin, as well as individuals who 
requested anonymity. 

Please know that this effort is on going.  There are no 
longer any Jews to see to it that this cemetery is maintained 
or cared for.  You can send your tax-exempt donations to: 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – Dubiecko Cemetery. 

Thank you all for what you did and will, I know, 
continue to do to keep this effort going.  In June 2010, on the 
anniversary of one of the final mass executions of the Jews 
of that small town in the very cemetery we seek to restore, 
we are striving to have a re-dedication ceremony.  With G-
d’s help, we hope to have any of the remnants of that small 
community, now scattered between the US and Israel, 
present at that very solemn event.  Sam Glaser has promised 
to come as well to sing his moving song, “Born to 
Remember” at the ceremony at the Mass Grave site, and we 
hope to have one last Klezmer concert of the Dubiecko 
music in the town that it originally came from. 

Thank you again for your help and inspiration to 
continue! 

B’Shalom- 
Sharon Frant Brooks

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
Would you like to do lunch?  With Meals on Wheels, 

that is.  Meals on Wheels in Hunterdon has provided 
“comfort food” to our recipients since 1973; now we’d like 
you to join us.  If you are over 60, homebound or have a 
disability, Meals on Wheels in Hunterdon can deliver a hot 
noontime meal Monday through Friday with weekend 
coverage if needed.  Or - if you are able to - we invite you to 

join us at one of our Congregate Dining Nutrition Sites 
around Hunterdon County. 

Delicious meals delivered and served by warm and 
caring neighbors – what could be better?  If you or someone 
you know would benefit from the security and support of 
home delivered meals or congregate dining, contact Meals 
on Wheels today.  Call (908) 284-0735 for more 
information.” 
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AROUND THE SYNAGOGUE 
MAZEL TOV TO: 
· Sara & Ben Shenker on the birth of their daughter, Gwendolyn 
· Fallon Gross on her graduation from culinary school 
REFUAH SHLEMAH TO: 
· Sarah Doshna 
· Phyllis Goldberg, Lori Findley’s mother 
· Marvin Jacobson 
· Beth Krampel 

· Rhonda Krupen 
· Lori Ollwerther 
· Andrej Somsky 
· Irene Suslow, Carolyn Goldman’s mother 
OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO: 
· Michelle & David Cohn on the loss of his beloved father, 

Edward Alan Cohn 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rabbi’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

As Yom Kippur came to an end, those of us who were 
there were, needless to say, extremely hungry and we were 
treated to a beautiful break fast donated by Iris and Eugene 
Esterkin in memory of her mother.  Thanks to their 
generosity, the break fast helped to raise funds for the shul. 

Then there was Sukkot.  Our thanks to Jeff Doshna, Dan 
Gross, Harry and Alex Rapkin, Sarah Shenker, and Phil 
Stern for the sukkah set up and take down. 

We must express our appreciation to our maintenance 
staff: Andrej Somsky and Samantha Perez.  I also want to 
recognize Lori Findley and Barbara Wisniewski for their 
Herculean efforts and to Flo Newrock, who for all these 
years has been such a big help to me in preparing for the 
Holydays. 

Finally, I want to thank our Board of Trustees and its 
President, Jeff Doshna whose leadership, as I mentioned on 
Yom Kippur, over these past four years has been exemplary.  

You’ve noticed his name among those who helped prepare 
for the Holydays; in addition, he gave us a wonderful, clear 
and inspiring Yizkor appeal that spelled out for the 
congregation what our financial needs are and how we can 
meet them.  He has been a source of great support to me and 
to all of us in the congregation. 

I thought after all these thank yous I would continue 
writing, but thankfully, I was overwhelmed in compiling this 
list, reminding myself again just how much effort from 
every part of our membership is required to make our 
holidays meaningful.  I hope that you have read through the 
names and for those not mentioned: might you consider 
having your name listed next year? 

Again, a thank you to all who helped, to all who came, 
and to the entire congregation.  We may not be Anatevka of 
“Fiddler on the Roof” fame, but where else would Yom Tov 
be so sweet? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 2) 

I can rationalize this by saying that the lousy jobs 
market means that families aren't moving into Hunterdon 
County.  I can also assert that the housing market means that 
families that had previously relocated to the Flemington area 
can no longer do so, since they cannot sell their old houses.  
These are the justifications of an academic economist. 

But I have to ask if there is something else going on. 
As any business owner will tell you, if you have a good 

product that people want, at a good price, and people know 
about it, you will do well.  I have no doubt that what we 
have here at the Flemington Jewish Community Center is 
first rate.   

We have students who can read Torah and lead services.  
We have a Rabbi who makes a connection with each and 
every person here.  We have a wonderful facility that 
enables us to offer all kinds of programs.  We reach out to 
the community with our Flu Clinics and our Blood Drives, 
and give back with our sustained support of SAFE in 
Hunterdon, the Food Pantry and Jewish Family Services.  In 
times of joy, and in times of sorrow, we are there for each 
other. 

We have a Hebrew School that is constantly coming up 
with new ways to meet the needs of our students, ensuring 
that we can transmit our traditions to the next generation, 
and instill a love of Judaism in all of our children. 

And when people walk into the door, they are welcomed 
as family. 

In short, what we have here, as you all know, is a 
wonderful synagogue community.  So why doesn't everyone 
join? 

In my opinion, the single reason why we are not 
attracting new members is that it is simply too expensive for 
young families to join the FJCC right now.  And what I want 
to talk about with everyone today is how we're going to fix 
it.  Let's start with the numbers.  I know that no one has 
eaten breakfast, so I'll keep this as simple as possible.  I have 
to admit, without a PowerPoint behind me, or at least a white 
board, this college professor feels a bit naked, but I'll make 
do. 

We spent a tremendous amount of time last year looking 
at our budget.  We cut everywhere that we could without 
affecting the core of what we do here at the Flemington 
Jewish Community Center.  As you may remember, we were 
able to reduce our expenses by $40,000 – about a 7 percent 
reduction in costs – from the previous budget. 

You should also know that no one got a raise last year.  
Not Lori Findley who runs our office, not Andrej who cleans 
the floors.  Not Samantha, not Barbara.  Not Karen Walsh 
who runs our Hebrew School, nor any of her teachers.  Not 
the Rabbi, and not even our Chazzan.  Even our kids who 
tutor have agreed to give some back. 

So what does it take to run this synagogue?  A little over 
$600,000 

First of all, let's start with the Hebrew School.  From top 
to bottom, from administrator to tutors, including books and 
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crayons, it takes about $115,000 to run our school.  We've 
reduced the budget as much as we can without sacrificing 
the quality we've come to expect.  We're asking our teachers 
to do more in the classroom in recognizing learning 
differences, and we're asking our administrator to support 
our teacher's professional development; we've also asked her 
to teach herself.  But this is what is costs to run the school 
that we all agree is vital for our children. 

We can then add the costs of the Rabbi and other staff –
about $275,000.  It costs us about $160,000 to run the 
building and the office – that is, cut the grass and plow the 
snow, cleaning supplies and paper goods, copy paper and 
postage, and our ever-increasing utility costs. 

For those who have been adding it up in your heads, that 
comes out to $550,000.  Where's that last $50,000?  Let me 
come back to that in a moment. 

So how do we pay for all of this?  Like all good Jews, 
we look to the Torah for the answer. 

There are two times in Torah that we talk about hitting 
people up for money.  The first can be found in Parshat 
Terumah, where we first learn of the construction of the 
mishkan, the portable Tabernacle in the Wilderness.  Chapter 
25 of the Book of Exodus starts with: 

 

G-D spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to the Children of 
Israel and let them take for Me a portion, from every man 
whose heart motivates him you shall take My portion.” 

 

Rashi tells us that here the word terumah  means setting 
aside, that is, let them set aside from their possessions a 
donation.  We also know, from Parshat Vayakhel, that so 
much was given that Moses had to go through the camp 
telling everyone to stop, that the work was done, and that 
they had extra. 

If only we had such problems. 
The other time in Torah is in Parshat Ki Tisa.  Again 

from the Book of Shemot, this time from chapter 30, starting 
with verse 11.  G-d tells Moses, that when a census is to be 
taken, each person is to give a half-shekel.  That the wealthy 
shall not increase and the destitute shall not decrease from 
half a shekel.  That each person has an equal responsibility 
in their contribution for the sake of G-d's name. 

And this is how almost every Conservative, Reform and 
Reconstructionist synagogue pays their bills.  We ask people 
to pay whatever they can, what their heart motivates them to 
give.  And, whatever is left to be paid, we divide that equally 
and call it dues.  Dues are the modern day half-shekel. 

Here at the Flemington Jewish Community Center, 
about half of our budget is paid for by our fundraisers, 
Hebrew School tuition, renting out the building, proceeds 
from our Nursery School, our cemetery, and voluntary 
contributions.  The other half, just over $300,000, comes 
from our dues. 

Dues are the great innovation of liberal American 
synagogues, and the thing that is going to be our ruin.  If our 
expenses go up, just raise dues.  Looking to give the staff a 
modest cost-of-living adjustment?  You'll have to raise dues.  
Want to add more programs, just raise dues.  Looking to add 
an assistant Rabbi, just raise dues.  If membership declines, 
and we have fewer families to cover our fixed cost, guess 
what that means?  Higher dues. 

Please understand that this is a problem plaguing every 
single synagogue president or treasurer that I've spoken to 
over the last few years.  It is why I told Jim Fox to give me a 
budget last year that did not raise dues one cent, or increase 
any mandatory fees.  That we were able to do so is a credit 
to the hard work of Dr. Fox and the rest of the Board of 
Trustees. 

You should know that our dues are fairly reasonable in 
comparison to other synagogues.  Mindy Friedman was 
telling me recently that her daughter and son-in-law were 
told that it would cost them $4000 to join the Conservative 
synagogue in their Chicago neighborhood.  The fact that 
they are a young couple with no kids, and willing to 
volunteer didn't matter.  If they couldn't afford it, they 
couldn't join.  My cousin and his wife live outside Boston 
with their two children, ages 8 and 10.  To join the Reform 
synagogue near them, the total bill was $5000 once Hebrew 
School was added. 

But please do not confuse the fact that we are relatively 
less expensive with the fact that in absolute terms, 
synagogue membership is very expensive. 

A typical family at the FJCC with a couple of kids in 
Hebrew School pays about $3000 per year.  I know that this 
shouldn't come as a shock to anyone here, you are writing 
the checks, but we need to think about that number in 
relation to income. 

Hunterdon County is one of the wealthiest counties in 
the entire country.  According to the American Community 
Survey, in 2007 the median household income was 
$100,327.  The same ACS report notes that we are the 
wealthiest county in the country of those with a population 
less than 250,000; we are 4th overall if we count those largest 
places, like Loudon and Fairfax counties in Virginia. 

Think again about our typical FJCC family, responsible 
for $3000 each year.  We are asking them to give three 
percent of their income to the FJCC each year.  Three 
percent.  When asked, financial planners often suggest two 
percent as a goal for most people for charitable giving, but 
understand that most do a little less than that. 

If we are asking for three percent, where does that leave 
other charitable giving?  Where does that leave support for 
the State of Israel, or the local shelter?  Where does that 
leave support for the young woman participating in the MS 
Walk, or the young man collecting for the Open Cupboard 
food pantry? 

I know that there are those in our community who do 
better than average, and whose generosity over the years has 
supported the construction of this new building, and the 
ongoing operation of the Flemington Jewish Community 
Center.  But the statistics professor in me also knows that 
median means middle.  For every family making $150,000 
there is one making $50,000.  For every successful doctor or 
lawyer in our congregation, there is a prospective new 
member, just starting out, who does not earn enough money 
to pay for dues.  And so they stay away.  Not to join another 
synagogue, but on the outside, looking in. 

They wait to join until they feel that they have no choice 
for the sake of their children's education.  They miss out on 
being part of this wonderful family because of the financial 
burden that we have left in front of them. 



 6

And that's what we're going to fix. 
One of the nuisance fees that we level upon new 

members is the infamous “Building Fund.”  In theory, it is 
supposed to be a reserve of cash to repair the building.  We 
have never really used it that way – it's just another source of 
revenue to pay for operating expenses.  And it only yields 
about $6000 each year.  But it’s an impediment for new 
families.  So the first thing that we will do to lower the 
barrier for new families is to get rid of the Building Fund. 

Last year, despite the Dow crashing to 7000 points, your 
generosity resulted in $44,000 in pledges for our Yizkor 
appeal.  I know that the economy is still soft, and people are 
still out of work, but things are getting better.  The market is 
back up, firms are starting to make investments, and I think 
that we're heading into recovery. 

So here's my first challenge to the congregation.  If our 
Yizkor appeal raises $50,000 this year, we will eliminate the 
Building Fund as a mandatory fee.  If everyone increases 
their Yizkor pledge by just $36 dollars, we will reach this 
goal.  So, if we reach $50,000, we remove this barrier for 
new members this year and in all future years.  This is 
something that we can make happen right now. 

Now that we're thinking big, I have another challenge 
for the congregation, one that will radically change the way 
that we run the synagogue. 

Remember about 5 minutes ago I said that I would come 
back to the last $50,000 of expenses.  That's what we spend 
each year on debt.  The mortgage and the line of credit.  That 
$50,000 is equal to about $400 in dues per full family each 
year.  Right now, we have $750,000 in debt between the 
primary mortgage and the line of credit.   

This is my second challenge to the congregation: over 
the next five years, let's eliminate the debt, and reduce dues 
by $400 per full family.  

Every dollar over $50,000 pledged at Yizkor this year 
will go directly to paying off the debt.  As we pay off that 
$750,000 of debt, our fixed costs go down, and we can 
reduce dues.  Or give our staff a well-deserved raise.  Either 
way, if we can eliminate 12 percent of the fixed costs we 
cover with dues revenue, we place our congregation in a far 
better position to weather the next financial storm. 

This is not a pie-in-the-sky scenario.  I truly believe that 
the best thing we can do for the future of the Flemington 
Jewish Community Center is to radically change the fixed 
costs of running the synagogue.  This year of budget 
wrangling has taught me an invaluable lesson: we have far 
too many fixed costs in our budget, and very little 
discretionary spending left to cut. 

This is the choice that I place before the congregation 
today – continue to squabble over dues increases, or 
fundamentally change our fixed costs.  Reduce the burden 
on all families looking to join the FJCC, or spend more time 
processing hardship applications.  Make a lasting change to 
the way we run our synagogue, or be trapped in doing it the 
way it's always been done before. 

My challenge is simple: increase your Yizkor pledge by 
$36 and help us reach the $50,000 goal that will eliminate 
the Building Fund fee.  Increase your Yizkor pledge by more 
and help us pay off the $750,000 debt. 

Do I think that we will pay off the mortgage in a single 
year?  No.  But I also know that we didn't build this building 
after a single speech, either.  Milt Kalafer told Rabbi Jaffe 
over a decade ago that we needed to build this building for 
the future of our congregation.  It is with that same vision 
that I stand before you today.  We should heed the words of 
Rabbi Tarfon, as recorded in the Talmud, “You are not 
required to complete the task, yet you are not free to 
withdraw from it.” 

So once we pay off the mortgage, what should be our 
next challenge?  Should we take another $750,000 and 
install solar panels on the roof?  That would eliminate 
forever our $24,000 annual electric bill.  Should we take that 
same amount and create a Hebrew School endowment?  That 
would generate $30,000 each year for our school, covering a 
quarter of that expense.  What about taking $4 million and 
endowing the rabbinate? 

I'm not sure what the next challenge is, but I know that 
this congregation will meet it.  I want us to think about 
fundamentally changing the way that we pay for things 
around here.  Because if we continue business as usual, 
future generations will be unable to continue to provide for 
the religious needs of our children. 

So if I could return to where I started:   I have no doubt 
that what we have here at the Flemington Jewish 
Community Center is what everyone is clamoring for – even 
those hipster Jews that read Heeb magazine that Rabbi Jaffe 
spoke about on the first day of Rosh Hashanah.  Our 
responsibility today, on Yom Kippur 5770, is to make sure 
that we have the resources to continue our vital work.  I 
know that this congregation will respond to the challenges I 
have made today. 

G'mar Chatimar Tova.  May we all be inscribed for 
good in the coming year. 

Jeffrey Doshna 
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HEBREW SCHOOL NEWS 
Mark Your Calendar 
Sunday, November 1st– Did you set your clocks back?  Please arrive on time for Hebrew School 
Thursday, November 5th – Sunday, November 8th:  No School -Teacher Convention.  Classes resume on November 9th 
Friday, November 13th – Tot Shabbat at 6:15 
Saturday, November 14th – HH9/10 class service.  Kiddush sponsored by the class. 
Sunday, November 15th – Teacher and Teacher Assistant In-Service 
Wednesday, November 18th – Topsy Turvy Bus – See enclosed flyer 
Saturday, November 21st – Jr. Congregation for 4th – BB Mitzvah class at 9:15. 
Wednesday, November 25th – Sunday, November 29th:  No School.  Thanksgiving Break.  Classes resume on November 30th 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
Hebrew School Happenings 

Simchat Torah marks the end of the Tishrei holidays and 
the turning point in the Hebrew School curriculum.  Just 
about mid October we entered the Jewish month of 
Cheshvan, which is most noted for the fact that there are no 
Jewish holidays.  What does that mean for Hebrew School?  
It means that for a few weeks in a row the teachers can 
concentrate on Hebrew, History and Torah.  It is almost like 
the “kick off” of the core curriculum.  And that is just what 
we are doing. 

The primary grades are busy with Hebrew letter 
recognition and beginning Bible studies in direct correlation 
with the weekly Torah portion.  The midweek students are 
studying Kabbalat Shabbat and Torah, Jewish history and 
more. 

November marks the beginning of several Hebrew 
School Shabbat services.  The Rabbi, teachers and I hope to 
see you at: 

 
First Tot Shabbat on November 13th 
HH9/10 Class Service on November 14th 
Jr. Congregation on November 21st  
 
On November 18th we are welcoming the Topsy Turvy 

Bus as it makes its way from the east coast westward to the 
Hazon food conference in California – on vegetable oil…  
This program is for 3rd -12th graders…  See the attached flyer 

Karen Walsh 
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· 3rd – 8th Grade Program: November 18th, 4:30-6:15 
· HH9-12 Student and Parent Program: November 18th, 6:30 -7:15 

· The Topsy Turvy Bus fueled by carbon-neutral veggie oil 
· Connecting the Chanukah story with energy consumption, conservation and 

climate change 
· Resources on the Jewish Environmental movement (and how our congregation 

can get involved) 
· Bus tour with explanation of the grease and composting systems 
· Building your own solar oven 
· Ways to get involved in The Jewish Climate Change Campaign 
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Teva: Inspirational Jewish Education for an Ecological Age  
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BIKUR CHOLIM  
As we approach the holiday season of the Yamim 

Noraim – the High Holy Days, we look into how we live our 
lives and how we better the lives of others.  Bikur Cholim, 
the mitzvah of visiting the sick, is one important 
commitment we can make to improve the lives of others, and 
in so doing, improve our own as well.  A commitment of 
under two hours, one day every three months or so is all that 
it takes to make that difference.  It can be even less time if 
more people volunteer.  The process is simple, the effort is 
minimal, but the rewards are great.  If you can give this 
small commitment of time and effort, I look forward to 

hearing from you.  Please contact me at my email address or 
call in the evening.  All the information about how the 
program works, what you need to do, and a Bikur Cholim 
volunteers handbook will be sent out to you, as well as the 
trifolds newly created to give to hospital patients at 
Hunterdon Medical Center when you deliver the flower and 
card. 

Thank you in advance and L’Shana Tovah m’vorach – 
and to a good and blessed New Year. 

Sharon Frant Brooks 

 
Nov. 6 Adah Radzin Dec. 4 Debbie McInerney 
Nov. 13 Nomi Forman Dec. 11 Nancy Rumore 
Nov. 20 Marsha Gerstein Dec. 18 Rhonda Krupen 
Nov. 27 Sharon Brooks Dec. 25 Sharon Brooks 
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SISTERHOOD BLOOD DRIVE 
The annual FJCC Sisterhood Blood Drive will be held on Sunday, December 6th, from 9:00 - 1:00.  
Please RSVP to Melissa Kleiman with a request for a time. 
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FJCC Cookbook Sale 
The Sisterhood Cookbook Sale, which will continue to be an ongoing project for the Sisterhood, helps support 

many essential programs at the FJCC.  Please consider purchasing one or more cookbooks to keep on hand as a 
last minute hostess gift or present for family and friends.  It is a thoughtful as well as meaningful gift that anyone 
would enjoy, and your $18 donation will also help to support the synagogue. 

"Timeless Recipes" has a beautiful cover that depicts our colorful Ark Doors, and is filled with over 250 
delicious and easy to prepare recipes contributed by your fellow congregants and friends. 

Copies may be purchased in the FJCC office or in the gift case.  Many thanks to all who helped! 
Lisa Martin and Marsha Gerstein 

Cookbook Committee 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCOUTING AT THE FJCC ��������
All those interested in Scouting, please attend our Open 

House on Tuesday, November 10th, 7:00 PM, at the FJCC.  
This is an opportunity to participate in Cub Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, and Venture Scouts (boys and girls age 14 and up). 

If you are currently on the waiting list for the 2010 
Jamboree or are interested in attending, we have open slots 
in the Shomer Shabbat Contingent.  This Contingent is made 

up of Scouts from all over the country.  Kosher food will be 
served throughout this event.  You do not need to leave your 
existing Troop in order to participate in this event.  It is a 
unique experience for all attendees.  Please attend our Open 
House. 

Please contact Larry Kaplan for additional information. 
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DONATIONS 
Todah rabah to all those who made donations to: 
GENERAL FUND 
· Robin & Jeff Alexander in memory of Al Cohn, beloved 

father of David Cohn 
· Vivian & Fred Daniel in memory of Al Cohn, beloved father 

of David Cohn 
· Marlene, Carol and Shari Dvoor: 

· In memory of Henrietta Goldstein 
· In memory of Evelyn Slovitt 

· Marc Feinberg in memory of Al Cohn, beloved father of 
David Cohn 

· Lori & Harry Findley in memory of Al Cohn, beloved father 
of David Cohn 

· Lori Findley: 
· For the yahrzeit of Alex Horowitz, Lori’s beloved 

grandfather 
· For the yahrzeit of Florence Horowitz, Lori’s beloved 

grandmother 
· For the yahrzeit of Frances Horowitz, Lori’s beloved aunt 
· For the yahrzeit of Jacob Goldberg, Lori’s beloved father 

· Alissa & Jim Fox: 
· For a complete and speedy recovery to Rhonda Krupen 
· In memory of Al Cohn, beloved father of David Cohn 

· Alison & Gregg Hilzer in honor of Rabbi Jaffe and the entire 
FJCC congregation 

· Rose & Ed Mehrlust: 
· In honor of Iris and Gene Esterkin for sponsoring the 

Break Fast 
· For a yasha co’ach to Rabbi Jaffe, Yoni Avital and the 

congregation for a wonderful Yom Kippur service 
· Sue & Rick Rothstein in memory of Al Cohn, beloved father 

of David Cohn 
· Nancy & Laurence Shatkin for a complete and speedy 

recovery to Sarah Doshna 
· Andy & Larry Wissner in memory of Evelyn Slovitt 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
· Marilyn & Melvin Dvoor in memory of Herb Dvoor, 

Melvin’s’ beloved brother 
· Susan & Martin Grossman in honor of Rabbi Jaffe for all his 

assistance 
· Reba & Hoyt Holley: 

· For holiday wishes to Rabbi Jaffe and family 
· In honor of Yoni Avital 

· Adah & Alan Radzin: 
· In memory of Israel Feiman, beloved father of Sarah  

Frank 
· In memory of Al Cohn, beloved father of David Cohn 
· In memory of Miriam Blaher, beloved wife of Bill 
· In memory of Miriam Blaher, beloved mother of Joel, 

Cary and Jerry Reimer 
· For a mazel tov to Sara, Ben and Ethan Shenker on the 

birth of their daughter and sister, Gwendolyn 
TUFFS 
· Sue & Rick Rothstein in honor of Fallon Gross completing 

Culinary School 

KIDDUSH 
· Sarah & Richard Frank and Family: 

· For a complete and speedy recovery to Sarah Doshna 
· For a complete and speedy recovery to Rhonda Krupen 
· In memory of Al Cohn, beloved father of David Cohn 

BUILDING FUND 
· Mindy & Eliot Friedman: 

· In memory of Israel Frieman, beloved father of  
Sarah Frank 

· For the yahrzeit of Henrietta Farber, beloved mother of 
Dena Scibilia 

· For the yahrzeit of Tekla Daniel, beloved mother of Fred 
Daniel 

· For a mazel tov to the Forman family on the engagement 
of Abby to David 

· Marsha & Zel Gerstein: 
· In honor of Iris and Gene Esterkin for their generosity 

above and beyond 
· For a complete and speedy recovery to Irene Suslow, 

mother of Carolyn Goldman 
· For a refuah shlemah to Marvin Jacobson 
· For a refuah shlemah to Lori Ollwerther 
· In memory of Al Cohn, beloved father of David Cohn 

· Judy Gold & Family: 
· In memory of Miriam Blaher, beloved wife of Bill 
· In memory of Herb Dvoor, beloved father of Carol Dvoor 
· In memory of Sylvia Sklar, beloved aunt of Marsha 

Gerstein 
· In memory of Leon Suslow, beloved father of Carolyn 

Goldman 
· For a mazel tov to Sara, Ben and Ethan Shenker on the 

birth of their daughter and sister, Gwendolyn 
· In honor of the Hebrew School 

· Joe & Denise Hilzer in memory of Al Cohn, beloved father of 
David Cohn 

· Rose & Ed Mehrlust: 
· In sympathy to Alissa and Jim Fox on the sudden loss of 

their dog, Sonny 
· For get well wishes to Beth Krampel 
· For get well wishes to Richard Frank 
· For get well wishes to Sarah Doshna 
· For get well wishes to Evie Stern 
· For a complete and speedy recovery to Rhonda Krupen 

HEBREW SCHOOL 
· Joe & Denise Hilzer: 

· For a mazel tov to Raphael Cohen on becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah 

· For a mazel tov to the Braff family on the simcha of 
Danny’s Bar Mitzvah 

MILLION PENNY FUND  (Ruth, The Penny Lady) 
· Ruth & Manny Wolf: 

· In honor of her best partner, friend of hers and the 
community for the wonderful charity she is doing in her 
retirement 
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FJCC SKI & SNOWBOARD PROGRAM 2010  
SKI PACKAGE  Lift Only  Lift & Rental  L/3Less  L/R/3Less  L/5Less  L/R/5Less  
 $130 $180 $154 $204 $170 $215 
Members Name        
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
TOTAL PACAKGES        
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE       
GIRO Ski/Snowboard Helmet 
"A Quality Helmet at a Great Price"  

$62.00 

SNOWBOARD PACKAGE  Lift Only  Lift & Rental  L/3Less  L/R/3Less  L/5Less  L/R/5Less  
 $130 $180 $154 $204 $170 $215 
Members Name        
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
TOTAL PACAKGES        
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE        
 
Total Ski Package Amount Due:  
Total Snowboard Package Amount Due:  
Total Ski/Snowboard Helmet:  
Total Check Amount:  
Make Checks Payable To : FJCC Sisterhood Contact Name: 
Return Form and Check To:  Phone: 
Rochelle Moneta Email: 
PO Box 643 Check Number: 
Lebanon, NJ 08833 Check Amount: 
Once check is received on-line registration information will be forwarded for rental equipment 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
Rochelle Moneta  
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Your Gift Case Committee: 
Lois Gross Gayle Neibart
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PARSHIYOT SUMMARIES FOR NOVEMBER   
Courtesy of Torah from Dixie, Inc. at TFDIXIE.COM�

Parshat Vayera – November 7, 2009 
Parshat Vayera (Genesis 18:1-21:24) begins with Abraham's 

incredible display of kindness, notwithstanding his extreme 
discomfort from his recent brit milah, to those he perceives to be 
three men but who are really angels sent by Hashem.  The angels 
deliver their message, declaring that Sarah will miraculously give 
birth to her first child within the year at the age of 90 (Abraham 
himself would be 100).  After this, two of them proceed to the city 
of Sodom.  Hashem informs Abraham that the cities of Sodom and 
Amorah will be destroyed for their wickedness, and Abraham 
responds with a lengthy prayer and dialogue with Hashem on the 
cities' behalf.  Unable to find even ten righteous citizens, Hashem 
proceeds to destroy the cities, but not before one of the angels saves 
Abraham's nephew Lot and his family from the destruction.  
Thinking that the entire world had been destroyed, Lot's two 
daughters cause their father to become drunk so they can each 
become pregnant by him, and they each give birth to a son.  Sarah 
is abducted by Avimelech, the king of G'rar, who did not realize 
that she was married.  Hashem responds by striking him with a 
plague which prevents him from touching her, and informs 
Avimelech that Sarah is, in fact, married, at which point she is 
released.  

Sarah conceives and gives birth to Isaac, and Abraham makes 
a huge celebration.  Sarah sees Yishmael (Abraham's son from 
Hagar) as a menace to her own son's spiritual well being.  Initially 
reluctant, Abraham follows Hashem's command to listen to his 
wife by expelling Yishmael and Hagar from his home.  With 
Yishmael about to die of thirst in the desert, Hashem hears his cry 
and causes Hagar to find a well of water from which the youth is 
saved.  Abraham signs a covenant with Avimelech in the city of 
B'ersheva, and they live in peace for many years.  The Torah 
portion concludes with the akeidah, Abraham's greatest test, in 
which he shows his willingness to comply with Hashem's 
command to offer up his beloved son Isaac as a sacrifice.  

 
Parshat Chayei Sarah – November 14, 2009 

Parshat Chayei Sarah (Genesis 23:1-25:18) begins with 
Sarah's death at the age of 127 and Abraham's search for a proper 
burial place which would be worthy of her greatness.  Abraham 
refuses to accept the generous offer of Ephron (a member of the 
Chittite nation which lived in the land of Israel) to give him M'arat 
HaMachpelah in the city of Chevron at no charge, and Abraham 
ends up paying an extremely large sum of money for the plot, at 
which point he finally buries his beloved wife.  Abraham sends his 
faithful servant Eliezer back to Abraham's homeland and family to 
find a suitable wife for Isaac.  Upon his arrival in Aram Naharaim, 
Eliezer devises a plan by which he will be able to select a modest, 
generous and kind girl fitting for his master's son.  Eliezer prays to 
Hashem that He grant him success in his mission by causing his 
plan to work, and he decides to stand by the town's well, waiting 
for a girl to offer him and his camels water to drink.  Such a person, 
who would take the trouble to draw water for a stranger and his ten 
camels, acting above and beyond the call of duty, would certainly 
be of great character.  Sure enough, Rebecca proves herself to be 
equal to the test, and after receiving gifts sent by Abraham, she 
brings Eliezer to her father's house.  Eliezer recounts the day's 
events to her family and asks for Rebecca to return with him to 
marry Isaac.  She accepts, and they are married.  With Abraham's 
role as father of the Jewish people complete and the mantle of 
leadership passed on to the next generation, the portion concludes 
with a brief genealogy of Abraham's other children from his wife 
Keturah (who many commentaries say is really Hagar) and his 
death at the age of 175.  

 
Parshat Toldot – November 21, 2009 

Parshat Toldot (Genesis 25:19-28:9) begins with Isaac and 
Rebbecah praying to Hashem for a child.  Rebbecah finally 
conceives, and after a difficult pregnancy she gives birth to twins - 
Esau and Jacob.  Their personality differences soon grow apparent, 
as Esau turns to hunting while Jacob is pure and wholesome, 
spending his time studying Torah.  Returning from a hunting 
expedition, exhausted and starving, Esau finds Jacob cooking a pot 
of lentil soup.  Jacob agrees to give his older brother a portion from 
the pot of soup in exchange for the spiritual birthright, and the deal 
is completed.  

Faced with a horrible famine, Hashem tells Isaac to remain in 
the land of Israel rather than descend to Egypt as his father 
Abraham had done years before, so Isaac and his family settle in 
G'rar (the land of the Philistines which is within Israel's borders).  
Hashem reassures Isaac that his descendants will become a great 
nation, as many as the stars in the heavens.  After experiencing 
incredible financial success, Isaac comes into continual conflict 
with King Avimelech over the wells which Isaac dug.  However, 
they finally make peace, and the treaty, which was signed between 
Avimelech and Abraham in last week's portion, is reconfirmed.  
Many years later, Isaac decides to bless Esau as the firstborn.  At 
Rebbecah's behest, Jacob disguises himself as his older brother and 
receives the blessings of the firstborn (which rightfully belonged to 
him).  The portion concludes with Jacob fleeing from Esau's wrath 
for "stealing" his blessing and escaping to Charan to stay with his 
mother's brother, Laban, where he is to find a wife.  

 
Parshat Vayetzei – November 28, 2009 

Parshat Vayetzei (Genesis 28:10-32:3) begins with Jacob 
escaping from Esau and leaving his parent's home to travel to 
Charan, where he will stay with his uncle Laban.  While spending 
the night at the future site of the Beit HaMikdash, Hashem appears 
to Jacob in the dream of a ladder extending from earth to heaven on 
which angels are ascending and descending.  In the dream, Hashem 
promises Jacob that his descendants will inherit the land of Israel.  
Upon arriving in Charan, and after rolling a huge stone off of the 
mouth of the town's well so that the local shepherds could water 
their flocks, Jacob meets Laban's daughter Rachel and agrees to 
work for Laban for seven years for her hand in marriage.  When the 
wedding night finally arrives, Laban deceives Jacob by substituting 
his older daughter Leah in Rachel's place.  After waiting a week, 
Jacob marries Rachel also, but not without having to commit to 
another seven years of labor.  

Over the next few years Rachel remains barren, while Leah 
gives birth to six sons and a daughter, and Bilhah and Zilpah (the 
maidservants of Rachel and Leah, respectively) each have two sons 
with Jacob.  Finally Rachel also has a son, Joseph.  Jacob becomes 
very wealthy during his stay with Laban, amassing a huge flock 
even while Laban continually tries to swindle him throughout his 
twenty-year stay.  After G-d's instruction and seeking council with 
his wives, Jacob and his family flee from Laban, who pursues and 
confronts him, upset that he left without saying goodbye and 
arrogantly claiming that Jacob stole his idols.  After Laban searches 
through their possessions and does not find the idols (which Rachel 
took, unbeknownst to Jacob, to prevent her father from 
worshipping them), Jacob and Laban have a heated argument.  
Eventually they sign a treaty, promising to remain peaceful, and the 
portion concludes as they part ways.  
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Jewish LIFE Special Events for 2009 will feature a 

brunch with Tracey Fine and Georgie Tarn, authors of 
Jewish Princess Feasts and Festivals (Sunday, November 
15, at 10:00 AM); Martin Fletcher, NBC News Bureau Chief 
in Tel Aviv (Thursday, November 19, at 7:00 PM); Actors 
Michael Tucker and Jill Eikenberry, Family Meals 
(Thursday, December 3, at 7:00 PM); and Peter Yarrow, folk 
singer (Peter, Paul & Mary) and author of the children's 
book, Day is Done (Thursday, December 10, at 6:30 PM - 
Chanukah Celebration). 

These special event programs will be held at the Shimon 
and Sara Birnbaum JCC, 775 Talamini Road, Bridgewater.  
Additional special events are scheduled in 2010.  Please 
refer to the Jewish LIFE brochure for details on all 
Synagogue Courses and Special Events.  The Jewish LIFE 
brochure is posted at www.ssbjcc.org (click on the Jewish 
LIFE page), and is available at the synagogue office.  To 
register for courses, please contact the synagogue offering 
the course.  Registration for Special Events is through the 
Birnbaum JCC.  Please call 908-725-6994 x201. 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
  1 - Ruth Gallina 
 - Ed Mehrlust 
  2 - Arika Gold 
 - Sydney Winnick 
  4 - Rebecca Farber 
 - Eleene Gallagher 
  5 - Jenna Clarin 
 - Ashley Miles 
 - Alex Moneta 
 - Jonathan Nemeth 
  6 - David Neibart 
  7 - Casey Alexander 
 - Michael Maranca 
  8 - Danielle Brooks 
 - Dan Rovensky 
 - Alex Wasserman 
  9 - Marvin Jacobson 
10 - Julia Sirota 

11 - Jennifer Schneiderman  
12 - Jerry Batt 
13 - Marta Klepner 
16 - Julie Skowronek 
 - Beth Sosidka 
17 - Wayne Arden 
 - Howard Goldin 
 - Cara London 
 - Karen Shankoff 
19 - David Riche 
20 - Jeffrey Green 
 - Rebecca Pearlman 
 - Debbie Rogow Silverstein 
21 - Francis Pavlovsky 
 - Nancy Shatkin 
22 - Rachyl Rackin 
 - Blake Schipper 
22 - Jack Shenker 

23 - Alissa Frank 
 - Mike Klepner 
 - Roni Stolpen 
24 - Benjamin Blankstein 
25 - Corey Batt 
 - Matthew Schutz 
 - Sara Shenker 
 - Courtney Shiffman 
26 - Ely Cohen 
 - Michael Gallina 
 - Ariel Jakubowski 
 - Jonathan Sosidka 
28 - Elizabeth Maranca 
 - Sophie Shor 
29 - Melissa Wissner Fico 
30 - Julian Cichy 
 - Sophie Harper 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
  1 - Gil & Richard Rosen 
  5 - Marlene & Neal Wolff 
  8 - Patty & Nathan Lefkow 
10 - Robin & Jeffrey Alexander 
14 - Melissa & Fred Kleiman 
18 - Leslie & Walter Dudzinski 

21 - Anneliese & Howard Nifoussi 
24 - Fred & Phoebe Nover 
 - Karen & Michael Shankoff 
25 - Michelle & David Cohn 
29 - Beth & Doug Krampel 

 

NOVEMBER YAHRZEIT OBSERVANCES 
  2 - Rosalie Ehrlich 
 - Freda Fox 
  3 - Gussie Cohen 
 - Florence Horowitz 
 - Benjamin Neustadt 
  4 - Raymond Blau 
 - Harry Moneta 
 - Sandra Rosen 
  5 - Rae Lederman 
 - Marion Rapkin 
  6 - Reuben Hilzer 
 - George Pomerantz 
  7 - Charles Gilinsky 
  8 - Hannah Cohn 
 - Rona Weiss Walla 
  9 - Morris Berkowitz 
 - Sylvia Kravitz 
 - Leonard Seligman 
 - Robert Treinish 
 - William Zigman 

10 - Jacob Goldberg 
 - Shirley Kushnick 
 - Rita Silberberg 
11 - Rose Pesachowitz 
 - Milton Richman 
12 - Philip Chantz 
 - Irving Radzin 
13 - Sidney Lifschitz 
 - Rebecca Nass 
 - Solomon Sperber 
14 - David Chantz 
 - Sheldon Nemeth 
 - Meyer Weiss 
15 - Leo Wolf 
16 - Lillie Kalafer 
 - Nady Kirschen 
 - Sidney Klein 
18 - Irving Braff 
 - Joseph Forman 
 - Mathilda Ruth Norinsky 

20 - Julius Bernhard 
21 - Judy Daniel 
 - Sylvia Rogow 
 - Henry Rosenberg 
22 - Feiga Mozeico 
25 - Herman Simon 
 - Donald Watts 
26 - Kalman Burstyn 
 - Mae Suess 
27 - Donna Gropper 
28 - Abraham Mesherof 
29 - Lawrence E. Fuerst 
 - Josef Ganz 
 - Charles Schechter 
 - Marvin Skowronek 
 - Alexander Taub 
30 - Pearl Greenberg 
 - Fannie Lapidus

 

Yahrzeit candles are lit the night before the yahrzeit is observed. 
PLEASE NOTE: If your birthday, anniversary or yahrzeit information is missing or incorrect, please bring or mail your 
information to the FJCC office, or email it to Flo Newrock so it can be included in future bulletins. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Tzedakah is always “in season.”  If you have an event 
coming up such as an anniversary, a birthday, a yahrzeit, 
etc., it’s a mitzvah to contribute to your favorite fund.  You 

can send your check to the FJCC with a note telling us 
where you would like the money used, or call one of the 
following people.  Do a mitzvah; send a donation. 

Gift Shop Lois Gross 
 Gayle Neibart 
Hebrew School Karen Walsh 
Library Lois Gross 
Nursery School Jane Wasserman 
Prayer Books & Pentateuchs FJCC Office 
Shmuel F. Frand Memorial Holocaust 
Education Fund 

Sharon Brooks 

Sunshine Cards Marsha Gerstein 
 Carolyn Goldman 
Trees For Israel Eleanor Berkowitz 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

WHITEHOUSE TAXI, serving Hunterdon, Somerset 
and Warren Counties.  Available seven days a week 
for service to all airports, trains and malls.  Call 908-
534-8677.  If you say you’ve been referred by the 
FJCC, the synagogue will receive a rebate. 

CHESAR PRODUCTIONS, party planning specialists, 
will donate 10% for every booking.  Call (908) 313-
7394 or visit their Party Supply Store at ChesarPro.com, 
and mention #12. 
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“Let us Straighten up your Smile” 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Nov 1 Holiday Bazaar 
Nov 9 BINGO 
Nov 16 BINGO 
Nov 30 BINGO 
Dec 6 Blood Drive 
Dec 7 BINGO 
Dec 11-19 Chanukah 
Dec 12 Chanukah Event/The Shuk 
Dec 19 Bar Mitzvah of Dylan Stein 
Dec 21 BINGO 
Dec 27 Fast of Tevet 
Dec 28 BINGO 
Jan 23 Bar Mitzvah of Nate Silberman 
Feb 25 Fast of Esther 
Feb 27-28 Purim 
Feb. 28 Purim Carnival Café 
March 6 Progressive Dinner 
March 14-15 Rummage Sale 

March 29-April 6 Passover 
April 24 Bar Mitzvah of Austin Jennis 
April 25 Mother’s Day Celebration 
April 19 Yom Hazikaron 
April 20 Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
May 2 Lag B’Omer 
May 12 Yom Yerushalayim 
May 18-20 Shavuot 
May 22 Bat Mitzvah of Haley Fico 
May 29 Bar Mitzvah of Craig Sirota 
May 31 Bat Mitzvah of Erika Schneiderman 
June 5 Bar Mitzvah of Colin Jakubowski 
 Bar Mitzvah of Ian Jakubowski 
June 12 Bar Mitzvah of Ben Lazarus 
June 18 Sisterhood Leads Services & Installation 
June 26 Bat Mitzvah of Nina Esakoff 
June 29 Fast of Tammuz 
July 20 Fast of Tisha B’Av 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONEG/KIDDUSH/BAGEL NOSH SPONSORSHIP 

ONEG  Sponsor KIDDUSH Sponsor 
Nov. 6  Nov. 7 Hunterdon Developmental Center 

Shellie & Marvin Jacobson and the Trenton 
Group 

Nov. 13  Nov. 14 HH9/10 
Nov. 20  Nov. 21  
Nov. 28  Nov. 29  

 

If you would like to sponsor ongei Shabbat or kiddushim at the FJCC, please call 782-6410 or email Lori at the FJCC office 
(office@flemingtonjcc.org).  Last minute sponsors may not necessarily appear in the above calendar. 
 

 
Do you like to shop?  The Kiddush Committee is looking for a few willing and able shoppers for weekly Kiddush 
sponsors.  Do you like to plan meals?  The Kiddush Committee is looking for members to put together a practical 
Package 3 alternative to offer for weekly Kiddush sponsors.  Call Marilynn Norinsky to volunteer. 
 

ShopRite of Flemington has kosher cut up fruit that doesn’t need to be pre-ordered. 
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