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BRIGHAM YOUNG

In  Parshat  BeHalotekha ,  in  the Book of  Numbers ,  we read that  the whining and complaining
of  the Israel i tes  has taken i ts  to l l  on Moses :   “God ,  “Did I  conceive this  people or  g ive bir th
to i t? . . .  Am I  i ts  nurse maid…?  How shal l  I  bear  [ th is  people ]  a lone?”   As I  read these
words ,  I  reca l l  the summer days of  my youth .   As my fami ly  returned f rom the beach ,  f rom
the park ,  f rom whatever  act iv i ty  or  event  we at tended ,  the exci tement and fun of  the day
began to wear on us k ids ,  three l i t t le  boys now get t ing t i red and i r r i table .   “Are we home
yet? ”   “ I ’m thirs ty ! ”   “ I ’m t i red! ”   “He ’s  pushing me! ”   My parents ,  whose Yahrzei ts  I ’ l l  be
observing this  month ,  were pat ient  people .   They knew where these complaints  were
coming f rom.   Most  of  the t ime they remained ca lm and col lected – but  there were t imes
when our whining wore on them just  as  much as the long day had worn on us k ids .   
Promises of  ice cream when we returned home sometimes did the t r ick ,  so a lso did games
my parents  could invent ,  i t  seemed ,  out  of  nowhere .   But… these creat ive ideas did not
a lways work .   In  the long narrat ive that  is  our  growing up ,  somet imes parents  and chi ldren
are able to f ind a way to cope with di f f icul t  c i rcumstances… and sometimes they are not .  
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I  can ’ t  help but  read this  Torah story onto my own l i fe  exper ience ,  especia l ly  as  we read i t
th is  season.   In  the Torah ,  however ,  God comes to the rescue:  “Moses ,  gather  for  Me seventy
men from among the e lders  of  Israel…to the Tent  of  Meet ing…I  shal l  descend and speak with
you there .   I  wi l l  spread for th the spir i t  that  is  upon you and place i t  upon them…and you
shal l  not  bear  i t  a lone. ”   God knows the burden of  leadership ,  and the va lue of  delegat ing .   
Nowadays ,  I ’d  l ike to think God a lso recognizes the burden of  parent ing .   We probably don ’ t
expect  God to come to us ,  whi le  we are returning f rom a fami ly  t r ip  wi th whining k ids in
the car .   But ,  as  people l iv ing in the modern wor ld ,  shouldn ’ t  we have a support  system,  the
way the 70 E lders  supported Moses?  
  
Grand-parents ,  nannies ,  baby-s i t ters ,  and day care are a l l  great  supports .   We are lucky to have these… ,  i f  we have
them.  Too many Americans do not  have such a support  system.   E i ther  because we don ’ t  have fami ly ,  or  fami ly
nearby ,  or  because we can ’ t  a f ford these resources .   Chi ld-care is  a  hugely important  issue for  this  country .   I f  we did
not  know that  before COVID ,  we know i t  now.   Providing access to chi ld-care is  crucia l ,  and yet  too many of  our
elected of f ic ia ls  do not  think so .   I  ca l l  my representat ives asking them to support  universa l  pre-K ,  among other
things .   I  hope you wi l l  too .   Moses was our greatest  prophet .   I f  he needed some help ,  can ’ t  we admit  that  we do as
wel l?

Rabbi  Er ic  S .  Cohen ,  PhD
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I t  i s  August  …  to  most  o f  us ,  that  means  the  hazy ,  lazy  dog  days  o f  August !  I t  i s  an  opt imal  t ime to  en joy  get t ing
outdoors  in  the  warm weather ,  downt ime ,  farm f resh  vegetab les ,  vacat ion  wi th  your  fami ly ,  e tc .  To  ce lebrate ,  the
FJCC wi l l  host  a  fun ,  mus ic- f i l l ed  BBQ extravaganza  on  August  28 th  –  p lease  reg is ter  on  Shu l  C loud  today !
For  the  F JCC staf f  and  vo lunteers ,  August  i s  an  ext remely  busy  month ,  so  thank  goodness  the  a i r  cond i t ion ing  i s
work ing  we l l .  Rabb i  Cohen ,  Deborah  Kesse lhaut ,  Karen  Walsh  and  the  var ious  committee  members  are  hard  at
work  p lann ing  for  the  H igh  Ho l idays .  As  a  congregant ,  i t  i s  not  a lways  apparent  how many  peop le  have  ded icated
how many  hours  so  we  can  have  a  joyous  Rosh  Hashanah ,  a  meaningfu l  Yom Kippur  and  a  ce lebratory  Sukkot .
R i tua l  -  The  R i tua l  Committee ,  under  the  gu idance  o f  Rabbi  Cohen ,  i s  work ing  t i re less ly  l in ing  up  a  chazzan ,  f ind ing
and  tutor ing  Torah  readers ,  ass ign ing  honors  for  the  members  o f  the  congregat ion ,  moni tor ing  Cov id ,  c lean ing  the
s i l ver  and  dress ing  the  Torahs ,  a r rang ing  seat ing ,  p lann ing  Jun ior  Congregat ion .  Thank  you  to  Rabbi  Cohen ,  Je f f
Doshna ,  Chery l  Fa igan ,  She l l ie  Jacobson ,  Bruce  Moskov i t z  and  Anne l iese  N i fouss i .

Finance  –  A l though  i t  might  not  seem l ike  a  lo t  o f  e f for t  goes  in to  mainta in ing  our  f inanc ia l  books ,  i t  does !  At  th is
t ime of  year ,  l o ts  o f  ca l l s  are  made  to  ensure  our  membersh ip  records  are  accurate .  On ly  fami l ies  who  have  made
a  membersh ip  p ledge  and  made  at  least  one  payment  toward  that  p ledge  wi l l  be  g iven  an  honor  and  reserved
seats  for  the  ho l idays .  Thank  you  L ina  Ava l lone  and  Jonathan  Wei tz  for  a l l  you  do .

Building and Grounds  –  In  add i t ion  to  the  day  to  day  maintenance ,  the  Bu i ld ing  and  Grounds  Committee  i s  busy
check ing  o f f  i tems on  the i r  l i s t :  pa int ing  in  the  bu i ld ing  so  i t  looks  as  good  as  i t  d id  when  we moved  in ,  moni tor ing
the  a i r  cond i t ion ing ,  upgrad ing  the  l ight ing ,  repa i r ing  the  park ing  lo t ,  work ing  wi th  the  F i re  Marsha l l  to  make  sure
the  bu i ld ing  i s  up  to  code ,  address ing  the  aud io  v i sua l  needs  for  the  ho l idays ,  superv is ing  the  landscapers  and
many  more .  Thank  you  to  Dave  Cohn ,  Ze l  Gerste in ,  A lan  Hy l ton ,  Nathan  Lefkow,  Adam Wol f ,  Mike  Wol f .  I  wou ld  be
remiss  i f  I  d idn ’ t  a l so  thank  our  bu i ld ing  s ta f f :  Ange l ica  Ca l i x ,  Laura  Hernandez  and  Samantha  Perez .

Security  –  The  safety  o f  our  s ta f f  and  members  i s  paramount .  The  Secur i ty  Committee  i s  act ive ly  address ing
secur i ty  by  h i r ing  po l ice  coverage  for  the  ho l idays ,  making  equ ipment  upgrades ,  research ing  fund ing  opportun i t ies ,
get t ing  updates  on  reg iona l  threats ,  consu l t ing  wi th  loca l  law enforcement ,  and  p lann ing  t ra in ing  sess ions .  Thank
you  to  Jer ry  At las ,  John  Fe l l in ,  Ze l  Gerste in ,  Marv in  Jacobson ,  Nathan  Lefkow,  Nad ine  Mi lecofsky ,  Bruce  Moskov i t z .

Cemetery  –  Star t ing  about  Memor ia l  Day ,  when  f lags  are  p laced  on  appropr iate  graves ,  and  through  the  High
Hol idays ,  the  cemetery  requ i res  a  lo t  o f  grooming .  Excavat ing ,  mowing ,  t ree  t r imming  i s  done  by  Ke i th  F ie lds  and
Br ian  Green  so  the  grounds  are  ready  to  we lcome your  v i s i ts .  Thank  you  to  Je f f  Doshna ,  Caro lyn  Go ldman ,  and
Deborah  Kesse lhaut  for  manag ing  a l l  and  honor ing  our  dear ly  departed  re lat ives  and  f r iends .
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BRIGHAM YOUNG

Center Series  –  The  Center  Ser ies  Committee  cer ta in ly  hasn ’ t  been  on  summer  break !  They  have  been  qu i te  busy
p lann ing  engag ing  programs for  the  members  to  en joy  in  the  coming  year .  The i r  work  inc ludes  a  lo t  o f  log is t ics  –
bra instorming ,  ident i fy ing  event  cha i rs ,  contact ing  speakers ,  a r rang ing  cater ing ,  en l i s t ing  vo lunteers ,  o rgan iz ing
the  pub l ic i ty  machine ,  manag ing  the  ca lendar  and  many  more .  Of  course ,  we  can ’ t  forget  the  gorgeous  posters  that
Cara  makes  to  adorn  our  lobby  and  advert i se  our  act iv i t ies .  Many  thanks  to  the  hardwork ing  Center  Ser ies
vo lunteers :  Barbara  C lar in ,  John  Fe l l in ,  Nomi  Forman ,  Caro lyn  Go ldman ,  Marsha  Go ldste in ,  Se lena  Kern ,  Cara
London ,  Nad ine  Mi lecofsky ,  Bruce  Moskov i t z ,  K im Mul ler ,  Jonathan  Nemeth ,  Adah  Radz in ,  Harry  Rapk in ,  Rache l
Rodr iguez ,  Mona  Shap i ro ,  Chery l  Schutz ,  Karen  Walsh ,  Sharon  Z immerman ,  Marce la  Zuchov ick i .

Sisterhood  –  I ’m exc i ted  to  announce  that  S is terhood  has  a  new Co-Pres ident ,  Rache l  Rodr iguez .  She  wi l l  j o in
Son ia  Be l lamy in  runn ing  the  organ izat ion  th is  year .  They  pub l i shed  a  schedu le  o f  upcoming  events  and  meet ings
which  i s  ava i lab le  on  the  F JCC webs i te .  Log  in  to  your  Shu lC loud  account  (emai l  the  o f f ice  i f  you  need  he lp )  and  add
your  name to  the  Rosh  Hashanah  card  be ing  produced  by  S is terhood .  We are  look ing  forward  to  fun  programs thanks
to  the  S is terhood  Board  o f  Son ia  Be l lamy ,  Andrea  Go ldste in-Byne ,  Rache l  Rodr iguez  and  Chery l  Schutz .

P lease  know that  the  Nursery ,  Hebrew Schoo l ,  Youth  Group ,  Membersh ip  Committee ,  Long  Term P lann ing  Group ,  and
Communicat ion  vo lunteers  are  very  act ive  as  we l l .  You ’ l l  hear  more  about  those  e f for ts  in  another  news let ter .  My
grat i tude  goes  to  Garry  and  Ian  Rodr iguez  for  s tepp ing  forward  to  pub l i sh  th is  August  news let ter .  Thanks !

F ina l l y ,  a  host  o f  la rge  and  smal l  a r rangements  for  the  H igh  Ho l idays  are  undertaken  by  our  o f f ice  manager ,
Deborah  Kesse lhaut  and  ass is ted  by  o f f ice  vo lunteers  Eve lyn  and  Ph i l  Stern ,  Josy  Kestenbaum and  R ichard
Goldste in .  I  thank  them a l l !  Deborah  i s  in  the  midst  o f  complet ing  the  huge  job  o f  learn ing  how to  use  Shu l  C loud
then  des ign ing  the  forms for  you  to  order  ext ra  seats ,  l i s t  names  in  the  memor ia l  book ,  buy  a  lu lav  and  et rog ,  make
a  donat ion  to  the  park ing  ra f f le ,  and  more .  Th is  year ,  the  forms are  database- l inked  and  reg is t rat ions  wi l l  be  done
pr imar i l y  on l ine  v ia  Shu l  C loud .  Check  f lemington jcc . shu lc loud .com to  make  sure  you  have  your  log in  credent ia ls  or
emai l  the  o f f ice .  Deborah ’s  add i t iona l  ho l iday  dut ies  cont inue  throughout  August  and  wel l  in to  September .  So ,  when
you  contact  her  next ,  be  pat ient  and  apprec iat ive  for  a l l  she  i s  hand l ing  at  th is  busy  t ime of  year .

For  our  hard-work ing  s ta f f  and  generous  vo lunteers ,  my  hat  goes  o f f  to  you !  I f  I  have  inadvertent ly  missed
someone ,  p lease  accept  my apo logy .  And ,  to  anyone  wi th  an  ext ra  few hours ,  there  are  p lenty  o f  opportun i t ies  for
you  to  learn  a  new sk i l l  and  g ive  back  to  your  shu l  communi ty  –  just  g ive  me a  ca l l ,  text  or  emai l .

Sharon  Rednor
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Hebrew School
I  hope  the  s tudents  are  en joy ing  the i r  summer  vacat ion  t ime .  I  am sure  they
are  exc i ted  to  be  back  at  camp,  do ing  act iv i t ies  and  vacat ion ing .

Th is  i s  the  t ime of  year  that  we  are  busy  organ iz ing  c lass  l i s ts ,  o rder ing
books  and  supp l ies  and  prepar ing  for  back  to  schoo l .

In  add i t ion  to  Shabbat  D inners  and  s tudent- led  serv ices  we  wi l l  be  o f fer ings
severa l  new and  creat ive  Hebrew Schoo l  In teract ive  Shabbat  Programs .  Th is
fa l l  there  wi l l  be  a  two  part  mus ica l  Shabbat  featur ing  Shabbat  mus ic  f rom
around  the  g lobe .  Student  wi l l  be  making  inst ruments  on  the  f i rs t  day  o f
Hebrew Schoo l  to  enhance  the  program.  There  i s  a l so  Ruach  Shabbat  wi th
gu i tar  accompaniment .  Rebecca  Ke l ly  i s  return ing  for  Storyte l l ing  Shabbat
and  wi l l  then  be  work ing  wi th  the  Hebrew Schoo l  s tudents  to  present  a
Parsha  Sk i t  for  Beyachad .

Dates  to  remember :

July  27th– GOING DIGITAL !  Back  to  Schoo l  Forms wi l l  be  sent  v ia  emai l .  You
can  complete  the  pdfs  and  return  them to  kmit t ler@flemington jcc .org  by
August  19th .
August  19th  –  Reg is t rat ion  and  Program Fee  i s  due  and  the  ca lendar  l ink
wi l l  be  emai led  to  you .
September 7th  –  Rosh  HaShanah High  Ho l iday  J r .  Congregat ion
September 12th  –  F i rs t  day  o f  Hebrew Schoo l
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   We recently del ivered to the Flemington Food Pantry one
zucchini ,  a lot  of  cherry tomatoes,  and a huge sack of
str ing beans.   Together ,  they weighed six pounds.   The
reaction of the woman who accepted the donation was
one of pure joy.   I  have to admit ,  i t  took so much self-
control  not to munch on them during the drive to drop them
off.

   It  hasn’t  been an easy last few weeks with l i t t le rain
and very hot sun watering every day is essential .   We also
have some unwanted but so,  so,  so cute residents in our
kale bed.  Two bunnies,  smaller than my hand.  They were
moved to the forest but they were r ight back to greet our
Woman of the Year,  Josy Kestenbaum when she came to
water the very next day.   I  purchased deer fencing awhi le
ago,  but putt ing i t  up is a big job that I  can’t  handle
myself .   If  you can help,  I  think we real ly need to put i t
along the fence to make it  harder for l i t t le cr i tters to get
in.

   Remember to bring in your compostable scraps!! !

 Pam Nemeth 

Giving Garden
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Grow a Row
Volunteers (Selena Kern,  Marsha Goldstein,  Cara London,  Mona Shapiro,  Rich Goldstein)  picking

zucchini  with Grow A Row, an organization that donates pounds and pounds of produce to those in
need.
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Weekly Events
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Upcoming Events
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Sisterhood    
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July Birthdays  
July 2 

Marce Zuchovicki
Craig Schindler

July 4 
Shira Engle-Friedman

 Joyce Nahama
David Rothstein

July 5
Becky Lefkow

July 6
Nadine Goldman

David Cohn
Samuel Doshna

 Nathaniel Mehrlust

July 7
Jacob Stirberg

July 8
Phoebe Stein

Stacy St. Pierre

July 9 
Austin Rednor

July 17
Michael Goldman

Jonathan Treinish
Bruce Moskovitz

July 18
Carly Braff

July 20
Samantha Cass

July 22
Gabrielle Spinowitz
Nadine Milecofsky

July 25
George Ollwerther

July 26
Danny Braff

Raymond Bragin

July 29
Brianna Glacken

July 10
Sharon Rednor

Judith Leibowitz

July 11
Ross Holley
Amy Cook

July 13
Cory Franklin

Ian Weitz
Jami Krampel
Harry Rapkin

July 14
Alisa Grossman

Arielle Engle-Friedman
Samuel Szych

July 15
Denise Vasquez

July 16
Adrienne Scibilia
Jeffrey Marshall
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August Birthdays
August 16

Ethan Rosen
Richard Goldstein

Neil Pollack
Randee Hilzer

August 17
Evan Lipson
Alyx Green

August 19
Erika Ollwerther

August 20
Deborah Hylton

Drew Farber

August 21
Jodi Weitz

Anneliese Nifoussi

August 22
Zachary Kesselhaut

August 24
Landon Jampel

August 1
Sonia Bellamy

August 3
Jessica Ort

August 6
Matthew Shankoff

August 7
Susan Kamich

Melissa Kleiman

August 10
Douglas Krampel

August 11
Barbara Thomas

August 14
Beth Krampel

Stacey Wetstein

August 25
Chase Martoccia
Alissa McInerney
Sheila Fernekes

August 26
Samantha Muller

August 27
Garry Rodriguez
Justin Nahama

Jacqueline Kestenbaum

August 28
Gerald Grossman

August 29
Julius Kawarsky

August 30
Jeremy Silberman

August 31
Alissa Shankoff

Hunter St. Pierre
Mindy Ezra
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Anniversaries   
August 1

Ian and Courtney Bursztyn

August 5
Jonathan and Jodi Weitz

August 7
David and Julie Cass 

August 11
Michael and Carol Wolf

August 12
David and Carolyn Goldman

August 19
Mitchell and Barbara Clarin

August 23
Frederick and Suzanne Rothstein

August 30
Alan and Adah Radzin

Jonathan and Pamela Nemeth

July 1
Edward and Rosemary Mehrlust

Kenneth and Sharon Brooks

July 4
Matthew and Cheryl Schutz

July 5
Eric Sirota and Cara London 

July 7
Reba and Hoyt Holley

July 11
Adam and Larissa Wolf
Philip and Evelyn Stern

July 14
David Freedholm and Maria Shepard
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Contributions   
General Donations

Edward Warner
In honor of Michael Wolf.  Thank You for making     
   Scott  and Natalie's  Wedding such a special    
   occasion.

Jack and Nomi Forman
In memory of Harry Kazman, beloved husband of 
   Reva

Ruth and Jack Laks
Our donation is honor of the birthday of our dear 
   friend Flo Hurwitz

Frederick and Suzanne Rothstein
For the yahrzeit  of our grandmothers -  Jennie 
   Silver Goldstein and Bessie Triber

Elizabeth Lowe
In memory of Jules Wasserman, Eric Wasserman's 
   beloved father

Zelic and Marsha Gerstein
To the Sperling family,  mazel tov on the Bar  
   Mitzvah of your son, Jacob

Arthur Wetstein
To Donna Levinston-Braff ,  in memory of your 
   beloved mother,  Beth Levinston

Jane and Eric Wasserman
In honor of Josy Kestenbaum for being named WOTY!

Amy and Seth Rubin
In memory of your beloved father,  Jules Wasserman, to Eric
Wasserman

Mitchell  and Barbara Clarin
In memory of your beloved father,  Jules Wasserman, to Eric
Wasserman

Kiddush/Oneg

Brian and Dale Sperling
In memory of Steven Epstein,  beloved father of Dale Sperling

Bruce Moskovitz and John Fellin
In memory of Beth Levinston, mother of Donna

Mitchell  and Barbara Clarin
In memory of Beth Levinston, mother of Donna Braff

Rabbi Discretionary

Jerrold and Linda Atlas
For the yahrzeit  of Isadore Kanter,  beloved father of Linda Atlas

Mazel Tov

Zelic and Marsha Gerstein
Mazel Tov to Jeff  and Robin Alexander,  on the engagement of 
   your son Jordan to Kiley!

Building Fund

Zelic and Marsha Gerstein
To Donna Levinston-Braff ,  Condolences on the loss of your 
   beloved mother Beth Levinston

Wishing you a speedy recovery,  Adah

For Jack,  wishing a speedy recovery to your mother.

Refuah Shelemah Jane

Refuah Shelemah Jerry Atlas
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To Donna Levinston-Braff ,  Condolences on the loss of your 
   beloved mother Beth Levinston

Wishing you a speedy recovery,  Adah

For Jack,  wishing a speedy recovery to your mother.

Refuah Shelemah Jane

Refuah Shelemah Jerry Atlas
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