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Rabbi's Reflections
“If ,  as  one people with one language for  a l l ,  th is  is  how they have begun to act ,  then nothing that
they may propose to do wi l l  be out  of  their  reach.”  

This  was God’s  react ion to the bui lding of  the Tower of  Babel .   That  great  project  of  Noah’s
descendants  to  remain together  in  one space,  with one language and as  one culture.   Did God real ly
feel  threatened?  What  was so bad about  refusing to spread over  the earth? 

In  the context  of  ancient  Near  Eastern l i terature,  gods are suspic ious of  humanity.   Humanity  is  the
only  thing that  can chal lenge the gods,  and the gods are wary of  human accompl ishments.   This  is  a
c lass ic  theme in  the l i terature of  the day,  and the Torah knows this  wel l .    

But ,  the Torah is  not  about  human-l ike gods,  or  their  jealousies,  or  their  suspic ions,  or  their  whims.   
What  should we make of  this  story?   

This  story  comes at  the very  beginning of  the Jewish bible.   An explanat ion,  i f  you wi l l ,  of  why there
are di f ferent  languages in  our  world.   In  the beginning there was one language,  and God… was not
happy with that.   Al l  the way toward the END of  the Torah,  among i ts  latest  texts ,  we have Isaiah
chapter  56:  
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Rabbi's Reflections
Both the story  of  the Tower of  Babel  and the prophecy of  Isa iah deal  with assembl ing people
from al l  areas  for  a  s ingle  purpose.  Isa iah’s  monument and name,  the idea that  a l l  people wi l l
recognize God,  and come to worship God in  Jerusalem,  that  monument and name is  part  of
the Div ine plan;  the monument and name sought  by the bui lders  of  the Tower of  Babel…,  not
what  God has  in  mind.  

What’s  the di f ference between these two monuments,  between these two ways of  making a
name for  ourselves,  of  gather ing people together?  

Hi l le l  Zeit l in ,  one of  the founders  of  the neo-Hassidic  movement,  writes:  “The s in  of  the…
Tower of  Babel… is  this…:  ( the)  Tower bui lders  s inned around what  is  most  high and exalted,
“Let  us  bui ld  a  tower whose top wi l l  reach heaven;  . . . let  us  make for  ourselves  a  name.   This
s in  –  indeed,  a l l  s in  -  comes from… an exaggerated sense of  sel f ,  the desire  to  spread oneself
forth.”    

The sense of  sel f ,  of  ego,  is  indeed central  to  existence,  but,  Zeit l in  argues,  only  as  the
manifestat ion of  the Div ine Creat ive Force within a l l  that  exists .   Denying this  Force,  and
using our  sel fhood,  our  ego,  only  as  a  form of  our  indiv idual  sel f -assert ion:  this  the root  of
al l  evi l .  

I sa iah’s  Temple,  rebui l t  in  Messianic  t imes,  or  perhaps in  Second Temple t imes depending on
our  interpretat ion,  was not  such an idol .   I t  was not  sacred in  and of  i tsel f .   I t  was a  place for
ingathering of  a l l  peoples.   I t  connected to the very  route of  what  i t  means to be human,  to
be God-fear ing.  

What  are the idols  in  our  l ives?   Is  there anything that  we value so much that  we elevate i t
above al l  e lse?  What  among our  possess ions or  act iv i t ies  do we fa i l  to  recognize as  part  of
the great  cosmic  web that  connects  us  a l l?   Let ’s  remember that  our  projects  must  do for  the
world around us,  not  just  for  ourselves.  
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From The Desk of Our President

I  hope you had a fun night of cards and gaming at Casino Night  on
November 12th.   Even if  you don’t know how to play or don’t love
gambling – hopefully you had a good time seeing your friends, meeting
new people,  tasting the hors d’oeuvres, and sampling our signature
mixed drinks.  Oh, and don’t forget,  the long l ist of exciting prizes to be
won!

Dinner is Served ,  our new social  club, gathered for a prix f ixe dinner at
Marinell i ’s Barn on Sunday November 13th.  This was such a beautiful
setting for this event.

Later that week we wil l  had Musical Shabbat with the
Strauss/Warschauer Duo  leading Friday evening services on November
18th.

Thank you, thank you, thank you! The High Holidays were joyous and it  was
wonderful gathering in person again.  Unti l  this year,  I  had a poor sense of
how many volunteer hours and how much preparation goes into the
holidays.  I  want to thank al l  those that put in so much work organizing the
many details for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services.  To al l  the
members of our community,  I  appreciate your participation and donations.
As we move on, I  wil l  gently remind you to please submit your Yizkor pledge
cards, if  you haven’t done so already. Our congregation, upkeep of our
building, staffing and our full  calendar of exciting programming depends on
your generosity.

The FJCC calendar of activities is in ful l  swing. There is a long l ist of
happenings in November – something for everyone!
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From The Desk of Our President
Sunday November 20th was another meeting of the preschool group
Gan Goes to Hebrew School .  We are always welcoming new members,
just contact Karen Walsh. It  is heartwarming seeing our youngest
members (and their parents) making friends at the FJCC.

Every year,  we participate in the Hunterdon County Interfaith
Thanksgiving    Service .  This year,  the gathering on November 20th wil l
be blessed by a musical performance featuring congregants from the
many synagogues, churches and mosques. Anyone wishing to
participate, please call  the office for more information.

After delighting in your Thanksgiving dinner,  join us to welcome our
college students (and other out-of-town guests) at our special
Visiting Collegian Shabbat  on November 25th.  

This month, the Movie Club  wil l  gather on Zoom to discuss “Liberty
Heights” on November 29th.

And, we can’t forget the multitude of ongoing classes  –  Learn to Leyn,
Adult Education with Rabbi Cohen, Parsha HaShavuah, Yoga, Bridge,
Mah Jongg. Newcomers are always welcome at these events too! Join
us!

Sharon Rednor
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Hebrew School

November 5 -  Beyachad
November 18 – Musical Shabbat

With the Tishrei  hol idays behind us we
wi l l  shi f t  our focus to Fr iday night
Services.  The Dalet  and Hay students led
services the last  Shabbat in October.
There are two special  events th is month.
We start  the month of f  wi th the
Congregat ion-wide program Beyachad
with act iv i t ies for  students and adul ts.  In
September the Strauss/Wasrchauer Duo
led Musical  Shabbat wi th fami l iar  songs
and new tune. They return on November
18 for the second part  of  Musical
Shabbat.  We hope you wi l l  jo in us for
Beyachad and Musical  Shabbat th is
coming month.

Important November Dates

Please emai l  me i f  you have quest ions
about Hebrew School  and programs
kwalsh@flemingtonjcc.org



This year we are introducing a new program for fami l ies who have Pre-K and Kindergarten aged chi ldren.
Gan goes to Hebrew School  wi l l  meet several  t imes dur ing the school  year on Sundays from 10:00 am –
11:00 am. We are del ighted to have Mrs.  Clar in back on staf f  to lead this program.

Things you need to know:
1. This is not a drop of f  program. Parents and younger s ib l ings wi l l  meet in the Br idal  Sui te and have an
opportuni ty for  cof fee and nosh whi le Pre-K and Kindergarten aged chi ldren are in the program.
2. This program is designed so both chi ldren and parents can social ize,  get  to know one another,  create
meaningful  f r iendships,  and be introduced to Hebrew School .
3.  The class wi l l  run f rom 10:00 am – 11:00 am on the fol lowing Sundays:
   a.  October 9th – Al l  about Sukkot
   b.  November 6th – Al l  about Shabbat
   c.  December 5th – Chanukah Time
   d.  January 8th – Shabbat Stor ies
   e.  January 29th – The Bir thday of  the Trees
   f .  March 5th – The Whole Megi l lah,  Let ’s Learn about Pur im
   g.  March 19th – Let my People Go, A Passover Story
   h.  May 7th --  Shabbat Time
4. Classes include a story,  a craf t  and Jewish play t ime.
5.  The chi ldren wi l l  be dismissed to their  parents at  11:00 am. Famil ies are invi ted to jo in the big k ids for
Rabbi t ime in the sanctuary to learn songs and prayers at  11:00 am
6. The cost of  the program is $50 for the 8 sessions.
7.  Contact  Karen Walsh kwalsh@flemingtonjcc.org for  quest ions and to reserve your spot.
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Hebrew School
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B'Nai Mitzvah Spotlight

I n  h e r  s p a r e  t i m e ,  G a b b y  d a b b l e s  i n  p i a n o  a n d  i s  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  p l a y  t h e  u k u l e l e  a n d  g u i t a r .  O n e  o f  h e r  f a v o r i t e  p a s t i m e s  i s
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o o t b a l l  g a m e s  o n  F r i d a y  n i g h t s  ( w h e r e  h e r  b r o t h e r  a t t e n d s  s c h o o l ) ,  a n d  s h e  a d o r e s  s n u g g l i n g  w i t h
h e r  d o g ,  T a h o e .  G a b r i e l l e ’ s  l o v e  o f  d o g s  a n d  a n i m a l s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  i s  s o  m u c h  t h a t ,  f o r  h e r  b a t  m i t z v a h  p r o j e c t ,  G a b r i e l l e  w i l l  b e
w o r k i n g  w i t h  a  l o c a l ,  N o r t h  F l o r i d a  c h a r i t y  c a l l e d  K 9 s  f o r  W a r r i o r s .  T h e y  m a t c h  v e t e r a n s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  P T S D  w i t h  r e s c u e
d o g s ,  t h e n  e v a l u a t e ,  f o s t e r ,  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r a i n ,  b o t h  t h e  v e t e r a n  a n d  t h e i r  m a t c h e d  c o m p a n i o n .

G a b b y  h a s  o n e  b r o t h e r ,  B e n j a m i n  A d r i a n  ( 1 5 ) ,  a n d  i s  l u c k y  t o  h a v e  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  i n  h e r  n e w  N o r t h  F l o r i d a  h o m e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a
n e t w o r k  o f  a m a z i n g  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  i n  N e w  J e r s e y .  M a z e l  t o v ,  P e a n u t !

T h e  S p i n o w i t z  F a m i l y

W e  a r e  h o n o r e d  a n d  p r o u d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  G a b r i e l l e  S a b r i n a  S p i n o w i t z
a s  a  b a t  m i t z v a h !  

“ G a b b y , ”  a s  s h e  p r e f e r s  t o  b e  c a l l e d ,  i s  a n  e i g h t h  g r a d e r  a t  A l i c e
B .  L a n d r u m ,  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  i n  P o n t e  V e d r a ,  F l o r i d a .  S h e  i s  c u r r e n t l y
t a k i n g  t w o  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s  a s  a n  e i g h t h  g r a d e r ,  i n c l u d i n g
H o n o r s  A l g e b r a .  S h e  i s  a l s o  a n  a v i d  s p o r t s  a n d  f i t n e s s  e n t h u s i a s t .
A f t e r  s c h o o l  e v e r y  d a y ,  s h e  w a l k s  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e  Y M C A  a n d  l i f t s
w e i g h t s ,  o r  p l a y s  b a s k e t b a l l  w i t h  h e r  c l a s s m a t e s .  S h e  l o o k s
f o r w a r d  t o  t r y i n g  o u t  f o r  v o l l e y b a l l  a t  t h e  Y ,  a n d  b a s k e t b a l l ,
t e n n i s  a n d  t r a c k  d u r i n g  t h e i r  u p c o m i n g  s e a s o n s  a t  s c h o o l .  

G a b b y  h a s  b e e n  g r a p p l i n g  s i n c e  s h e  w a s  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d .  S h e  b e g a n
w i t h  j u d o ,  a c h i e v i n g  y e l l o w / o r a n g e  b e l t ,  b e f o r e  s w i t c h i n g  t o
B r a z i l i a n  J i u  J i t s u  a t  a g e  8 .  S h e  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  B J J  s i n c e  t h e n  a n d
i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  s o l i d  g r a y  b e l t  a t  G r a c i e  B a r r a  i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e .
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Sisterhood Stories
Did you hear? Sisterhood is BACK!

The only thing missing from our events, is YOU!

Sisterhood Sukkah Craft
Make and Decorate

 

Etrogcello with a few
laughs at a Sisterhood
meeting? YES PLEASE!

Thank you Carol Wolf for
sharing!
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Sisterhood Stories
We gave the Giving

Garden a shed! 
 

Special thanks to Rich Goldstein, Glenn
Gold, Garry and Ian Rodriguez for

putting it together!

 

We had such a marvelous
time leading Friday night
services! Make sure you

sign up to lead Services on
Saturday, March 5th! 

 

Thank you Carolyn Goldman
for shopping for us!  

 



FLEMINGTON FORWARD PAGE 11

Dinner Club - Aikou and Viva Mexico
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Dinner Club - Blue Fish and Marinelli's

One of these seats could be yours at our next event…
RSVP ASAP
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So We Built A Sukkah
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Weekly Events
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Upcoming Events  
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Upcoming Events  

https://flemingtonjcc.shulcloud.com/event/deli-delite-2022
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Upcoming Events  
Call ing all  FJCC Talent!

Registration for the first
annual Talent Show run by

the FJCC Youth Group is
now OPEN!  Register your

act here:

https://docs.google.com/f
orms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePFThE
jUsrgGFlErrPO6HowWMZcfS
QDWLfP9unZN8Cf3pbOg/vi

ewform?usp=sf_link

https://flemingtonjcc.shulcloud.com/event/Chanukah-dinner-memorah-lighting-2022
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Upcoming Events  
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 Birthdays  
November 1 

 Ruth Gallina
Edward Mehrlust

November 2 
Arika Gold

Sydney Winnick

November 4
Heather Goldshmitt

Rebecca Farber
Eleene Gallagher

November 5
Jenna Clarin

Jonathan Nemeth
 

November 6
David Neibart

November 7
Casey Alexander

Elizabeth Spinowitz

November 21
Jason Cohen
Gail Bragin

Nancy Shatkin

November 23
Samantha Farber

Sarah Farber

November 24
Ben Blankstein

November 25
Matthew Schutz

November 26
 Matthew Gallina
Ariel Jakubowski

November 28
Dale Sperling
Sophie Shor

November 30
Melissa Wissner-Fico

November 8
Danielle Brooks

Alexander Wasserman

November 9
Evan Gursky
Jaxson Mason

Marvin Jacobson

November 12
Rachel Rodriguez

November 17
Jami Miller
Cara London

November 19
David Riche

November 20
Debbie Silverstein
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 Anniversaries   
November 1

Richard and Gil Rosen

November 8
Nathan and Patricia Lefkow

November 10
Jeffrey and Robin Alexander 

November 14
Fredrick and Melissa Kleiman

November 21
Howard and Anneliese Nifoussi

November 19
Karen and Michael Shankoff

November 26
Douglas and Beth Krampel
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Yahrzeits
November 13
Fred Klinger

George Pomerantz

November 15
Hannah Cohn

November 16
Robert Treinish

November 17
Shirley Kushnick

November 18
David Sandler

November 19
Irving Radzin

Sidney Lifchitz

November 20
Solomon Sperber

November 1
Lawrence O. Gross

November 2
William Doyle

Juliette Wolf
Samuel Atlas

November 3
Ann Borman

Gerald Kahansky
Bernard Gould

November 5
Samuel Lonsk

November 9
Benjamin Neustadt

Freda Fox

November 12
Marion Rapkin

November 21
Lorraine Sirota

November 23
 Sidney Klein
Irving Braff

November 25
Calvin Katner

Joseph Forman
Ruth Clarin

November 28
Lillian Piltzer

Alejandro Goins de Soto
Sylvia Rogow

Harry Rosenberg

November 29
Charles William Bryant

Watson II
Rosalind Plantikow



Contributions   
General Donations

Frederick and Suzanne Rothstein
In memory of Rick's mother,  Mildred Rothstein  
   Cohen

In memory of Morris Triber,  Sue's Grandfather

In memory of Lil l ian Triber Volowitz,  Sue's 
   Mother

Susan and Bruce Kamich
In memory of Robert Kaplan, beloved brother 
   of  Anneliese Nifoussi  and brother-in-law of 
   Howard Nifoussi

Loren and Florence Hurwitz
In memory of Cheryl 's  mother

Deborah and Steve Kesselhaut
Donation of Rosh Hashanah flowers

Anonymous
For the yahrzeit  of Miriam Fink,  blessed 
   mother of Lois Gross and Louis Gross,  
   beloved father of Dan Gross

Eric Sirota and Cara London
Center Series

Kiddush/Oneg

Bruce Moskovitz and John Fellin
In memory of Richard Kaplan, beloved brother of Howard  
   and Anneliese Nifoussi

Bruce and Susan Kamich
Sunday Minyan

Jonathan and Pamela Nemeth

Rabbi Discretionary

Joel  and Sharon Goldstein
In memory of Edward Matzkin,  father of Patti  Matzkin  
   Katz

Howard and Anneliese Nifoussi
Thank you

Alexander Soto and Julius Kawarsky 
In memory of Eloise "Polly" Kawarsky

Anonymous
Always a meaningful experience.  Thank you.
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 Adverts
tO aDVERTISE IN THEtO aDVERTISE IN THE
BULLETIN, CONTACTBULLETIN, CONTACT

dEBORAH IN THEdEBORAH IN THE
OFFICE ATOFFICE AT  

(908) 782-6410(908) 782-6410

http://www.flemington.com/
http://www.somersetpatriots.com/
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Adverts

https://www.drhermanortho.com/
https://www.cocoaloewco.com/
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Realty-_-New-Jersey-12677c/Debbie-Grill_McInerney-614643a?gclid=Cj0KCQjwuaiXBhCCARIsAKZLt3l3rYyNXZOJZQ27zBM95PuYiuU-AFJUSEBCs1OC4y09fEs9wm71FHQaAsujEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
http://www.foxskinandallergy.com/
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Adverts

http://flemingtonjcc.org/
https://www.centralwinemerchants.com/
https://www.hunterdonhealth.org/
https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/nj/flemington/agent/judith-judy-gold/aid_6252/
https://www.maidbrigade.com/nj/central-nj/
https://loewandpatelorthodontics.com/

