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RABBI'S REFLECTIONS

Chanukkah is upon us, and it could not have
come sooner, or at a more opportune time.
Chanukkah is all about lighting candles in the
darkness, and there is so much darkness in the
world right now. I am inspired by Chanukkah. It
is the holiday when we are called upon to show
hope in the face of despair.

One little light, kindled by an individual, can
indeed make a difference when we all join
together. This is so beautifully illustrated at our
Chanukkah gatherings. We gather in Schul, turn
out all the lights, and everyone lights a Menorah.
The action of one is magnified by the action of
many. And we need as much light as we can
make.

We do see glimmers of hope — hostages are being
released. But, things in the Middle East change
quickly, and I am not certain what the state of
affairs will be when this essay reaches you. Will
we be on the path to a sustainable peace, or at
least, to a sustainable cease-fire? As | write these
sentences, | pray that this will be the case.

A story from the Talmud (the Tractate Avodah
Zarah):

“Our Rabbis taught: When primitive Adam saw
the day getting gradually shorter [in the month of
Kislev], he said, 'Woe is me, perhaps because |
have sinned (having eaten from the Tree of
Knowledge), the world around me is being
darkened, and returning to its state of chaos and
confusion...!"
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RABBI'S REFLECTIONS

So he began keeping an eight days' fast. But, as he observed
the winter equinox, and noted the day getting increasingly
longer, he said, 'This is just the way the world is', and he set
forth to keep an eight days' festivity...”

“This is just the way the world is.” The world throws darkness
at us, and it’s our job to light it up, as best as we can. This is
very hard to do in the face of heinous, murderous acts. And,
this idea of battling darkness with light, might seem, perhaps,
counter-intuitive: the way to fight darkness is not with more
darkness, it is with light.

Fighting the forces of darkness with more darkness, may be a
temporary strategy, but it is not an answer. This does not
mean we do not defend ourselves; it means that defending
ourselves, fighting back, is not the goal, it is a means. As we
send material and moral support to those on the front lines of
defending the Holy Land, let us remember that this is a means
to an end. A very important means! But not the final objective.
The end goal is a just and lasting resolution to a conflict that
has been escalating over generations. May this Chanukkah
inspire us to light a path forward, into a better future, and
may we start taking the necessary steps to achieve it, soon,
and in our time.

Happy Chanukkah to one and all!
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FROM THE DESK OF
OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Members:

Over the past few months, I gathered with a dozen Israeli friends and
witnessed the horror of October 7th. I listened to hours of news about the
crisis in Israel and Gaza, I attended the rally in Washington in support of
Israel, and I commiserated with visiting Israelis who worry for their
relatives. The most important thing I learned - we need to educate
ourselves about Israeli history and all facets of this war and constantly pass
on accurate information to family, friends, Jews, non-Jews, the public, etc.

After over 40 days of the Israel-Hamas war, the Jewish community in the
United States and Israel is confronted with many needs for your ongoing
help. Among them:

Keep our community members safe from harm,

Care for our own and our children’s emotional well-being,

Educate ourselves and our neighbors on the history of the State of Israel

and the conflict,

Contact our Senators/Representatives daily to thank them for their

support,

Contribute to Israeli causes of your choice,

Stand up and support Israel.

this end, the FJCC is 1) coordinating with our Security Committee,
security advisors and the local police, 2) initiating small group sessions, led
by Rabbi Cohen, to connect with each other, 3) creating educational
opportunities and passing along educational videos, 4) asking each of our
members to regularly contact your elected officials and 5) providing options
for your contributions.
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FROM THE DESK OF
OUR PRESIDENT

For some information about the Israel-Hamas war, see: Step Up For Israel
(stepupforisrael.com), the Jewish Telegraphic Agency

(https://www.jta.org/category/israel), the Jerusalem Post newspaper in

English (https://www.jpost.com/), David Makovsky’s podcast
(https://www.davidmakovsky.com/podcast).

Below is the contact information for our elected officials. Please telephone
them (calls are preferred over emails) to thank them for their ongoing
support of Israel, call for the rescue of the hostages, and remind them of the
need for assistance for the defense of the State of Israel.

e Sen. Cory Booker - 202-935-6825
e Sen. Robert Menendez - 202-938-0245
e Rep. Thomas Kean - 202-639-5184

Here are a few of the many organizations funneling aid to Israel. Please
consider donating to: Magen David Adom (https://www.mdais.org/), Jewish
Federation (https://www.jfedwenj.org/), Israaid humanitarian relief
(https://www.israaid.org/about/), Jewish Agency for Israel
(https://www.jafina.org/crisis-in-israel/) or American Jewish Committee
(https://www.ajc.org/)

Each day, take five minutes to do one thing for your brothers and sisters in
Israel. Please and thank you!

Finally, I leave you with a quote: “If I were to remain silent, I’d be guilty of
complicity.” — Albert Einstein |

B’Shalom
Sharon Rednor

We stand with Israel



https://uscj.org/israel-resources
tel:202-935-6825
tel:202-938-0245
tel:202-639-5184
http://stepupforisrael.com/
https://www.jta.org/category/israel
https://www.jpost.com/
https://www.davidmakovsky.com/podcast
https://www.mdais.org/
https://www.jfedwcnj.org/
https://www.israaid.org/about/
https://www.jafina.org/crisis-in-israel/
https://www.ajc.org/IsraelHamasWar?ms=EL_EML_20231115_Israel2023-11.15.2023&p2asource=Israel2023-11.15.23&utm_campaign=Israel2023&utm_source=LuminateEmail&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=Israel-11.15.2023-4
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MONTHLY CALENDAR
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S:45pem - Chanukah
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11am - Adult Ed 7:30pm - kabbalat shabat
1pm - Mah Jongg
Bpm - HH
7:30pm - Bridge
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MST GATHERING

On Thursday, November 9, John Fellin, Bruce
Moskovitz, and Sharon Rednor represented the
Flemington Jewish Community Center at the @&
Memorial Scrolls Trust (MST) Gathering at [l
Congregation Rodeph Shalom in Philadelphia. We k
brought our Holocaust Torah to be displayed
along with approximately 50 other Holocaust
Torahs during a program in remembrance of
Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass. Mr.
Jeffrey Ohrenstein, the MST Trustee and
Chairman, gave a very moving talk on “The Power
of the Czech Torah Scrolls in Jewish Life."”

The MST was created to care for the damaged and deteriorating Torah

scrolls that were initially housed in the Jewish Museum of Prague
after the Nazis invaded Bohemia and Prague and subsequently
transferred to an abandoned and ruined temple outside Prague when
the Communists took over the country’'s government in 1948.

These Torah scrolls, dating from 1200 up to World War Il, were
brought to London and donated to the Westminster Synagogue in
1964. The MST cared for these Torahs and made them available on

_ loan to congregations, schools, and organizations
O o s worldwide.
The Flemington Jewish Community Center was
honored to receive one of these Torahs on April 28,
1989. We have housed this Torah in our ark along
with all our other Torahs since that time. And,
although the Torah is posul (not kosher; invalid for
official purposes), we lovingly continue to use this
y Torah for Simchat Torah celebrations and Yom
i Kippur when all our sifrei Torah are removed from
the ark.
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HEBREW SCHOOL

Shabbat is a reoccurring theme in all our Hebrew School
Classes. The Gimel - Vau students are busy learning prayers
for Shabbat Services. The Gimel through Hebrew High
Students have led Friday Night Services; and the Gimel
through Vav students will lead two more services in the
coming months. The Alef-Bet students are making their
own Shabbat Boxes that include Shabbat candle holders
and candles, Kiddush cup, and Challah Cover and Tzedakah
box. The Gan students learned about Shabbat with Mrs.
Clarin and assistant Rose Weitz last month. We are learning
about Chanukah, the stories, the traditions, the brachot and
songs.

( 240 Menorahs for Chanukah Dinner \

On October 7th 240 hostages were taken by Hamas.
from southern Israel. Let's show our support and
our hopes for their physical and metal recovery by
lighting 240 Menorahs. Bring as many menorahs as
you have to the Chanukah dinner. On December 13.
We will light them together with prayers for peace
and the safe return home of all the hostages.
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AT HOME IN HUNTERDON

Our Ukrainian family arrived on 11/16/23 as expected. We gave them a
tour of Flemington and a small welcome party at the home of Melissa
Kleiman. Shortly after their arrival they visited with friends in Jersey City
and came to the realization that they would be more comfortable
living in a city type setting instead of out in the country. This family has
since made arrangements to live in Jersey City and is no longer in need
of our support. With this turn of events, our Welcome Circle has made a
decision to move forward with sponsoring another family waiting in a
refugee camp for the opportunity to reside in the US. We feel success in
having gotten a family out of war-torn Ukraine into safety in the United
States and look forward to the opportunity to help out a second family
with the donations that have been collected.

Our mission is to provide a home and safety for those suffering in their
owh countries and looking to settle in the U.S. At this time, it has not
been determined from which country we will be matched with a family,
but we are prepared to support all cultures from around the world. In
addition to the funds we have raised, we have also collected furniture
and other household items which will be stored until a new family has
been scheduled to arrive in the US and a new apartment has been
rented. Your understanding and support of this sensitive situation is very
much appreciated. At this time of Thanksgiving, we are incredibly
thankful for all of you and to be part of such a giving and supportive
community. Have a wonderful holiday season.

Melissa Kleiman and the At Home in
Hunterdon Welcome Circle

R
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DINNER CLUB
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THIS AND THAT

Please join the FJCC in sending a warm welcome to our
newest congregants: Sharon and Ben Gavuzy and their young
sons Daniel and Owen.

@ Have news to
share?

E TN

Email your article,
idea or pictures to Garry at
Rodriguez060803@gmail.co
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WEEKLY EVENTS

CONTRACT & DUPLICATE

BRIDGE

DAVID GOLDMAN

DUPLICATE
BRIDGE

¥S A

CONTRACT
BRIDGE

Thursdays, 1-3:30

$5 cash at door

Members can bring friends
Light snacks served

Contact Karen Walsh: kwalsh@flemingtonjcc.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Register for events on Shulcloud. Links are posted where applicable.

FJCC BOOK CLUB

Ester and Ruzya by Masha Gessen
December 4th 7:00

ESTER

/ The extraordinary family memoir.

A KI 1\’ A N E |_ (N ON Masha Gessen, a gifted Russian- I{l / Y'l\
! J \ American journalist, narrates the

OUR HIGH HOLIDAY |:‘ ANTOR intertwined lives of her two Soviet

Jewish grandmothers, best friends

for over 50 years, as they confront

some of the zoth century's worst
ordeals.

RETUR

 MASHA GESSEN
e A B

Sunda
IMxmnﬂxxhn!

Jr. Sisterhood is welcome
after Hebrew school! &8

isterion/ShulClovd
yiNovember26th!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Register for events on Shulcloud. Links are posted where applicable.

\!

Méditation Shabbat

DEC 8

E BY STAFF

WITH

Cantor Flo

SATURDAYS, 11:00 - 11:30
10/21,11/18,12/16
3/9 SHABBAT B'YACHAD
4/6,5/18,6/22

HANUKKAH

T)I‘L | I\I ”-',-_E'J’ rh;';‘“:‘?\. i""" (==l
154, ?{ u.'\l | o 3“ :".=1i =
Early Bird ¢ L S %l B
Before December
5
$16.00 Adult

Kids are Free

Brisket , Fried Chicken SUNDAY, DEC. 10TH
Chicken Fingers, 11:30-1:00

DECEMBER 13 Latkes, Vegetables & $10
5:45 PM Salad

5:45 Outdoor
Menorah Lighting

&:- Children's Join FYG for our Hanukkah Cook-Off event, where
hencmn g the spirit of the Festival of Lights comes alive
through the magic of cooking and culinary artistry!

RSVP BY 12/8 TO
YOUTHGROUP@FLEMINGTONJCC.ORG
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Register for events on Shulcloud. Links are posted where applicable.

Sisterhood Presents... R

Sea Storytelling Shabbat
Chinese Food & Karaoke .\ ! | )

Fri, Jan 5

Share A Memory
or Anecdote

Stories should be between
9-5 minutes

2 DanGe p,y ..
Pusi€ gy,

ANNE PETTIT

Dan-:ing and Dessert SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE

The Forgotten Jews #'ilk
After 12/25: $25/kids free JANUARY 8, 5, 22, 29

ON ZOOM
7:00 PM



https://flemingtonjcc.shulcloud.com/event/moving-to-the-music
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Register for events on Shulcloud. Links are posted where applicable.

Senator Clifford Case of NJ—Israel's Best Friend in Congress
CLIFFORD CASE AND THE CHALLENGE OF LIBERAL REPUBLICANISM

Historian, Author, & Congregant

BILL FERNEKES

discusses his new book CLIFFORD CASE AND

THE CHALLENGE OF
Sunday, January 21 LIBERAL REPUBLICANISM

12:00

FLEMINGTON JEWISH COMMUNMITY CEAXTER SI51ITERHOOND

PROGRESSIVE
DINNER

FEBRUARY 3RD
O:30PM




DECEMBER 2023 | 18 KISLEV - 19 TEVET 5784

BIRTHDAYS

December 3
Alexandra Kesselhaut

Hannah Weinstock-Gallagher

December 5

Monica Gort-Jakubowski

December 8
Mark Gertzman

December 10
Scott Gursky

December 11
Valerie Goldman
Benjamin Jampel

December 12
Ariel Weintraub

December 13
Jacqueline Sornstein
Allen Kern

December 14
Malka Goodman

December 15
Alexander Soto

December 16
Seth Cohen
Brynn Jampel

December 18
Kim Muller

December 20
Eric Rogow
Robin Alexander
Jason Quinn

December 21
Arthur Wetstein

December 27
Alan Radzin

December 28
Bruce Kestenbaum
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YAHRZEITS

December 1
Rubin Simon
Ann Simon

December 2
Charles Slavin
Rose Doshna

December 3
Phyllis Waldman

December 4
Gustav Einsinger

December 6
Karen Hubert

December 7
Edith Grill

December 11
Linda Goldstein

December 12
Joseph Nifoussi

December 15

Mildred Rothstein Cohen

December 17
Lillian Volowitz
Sam Feldman

December 18
Morris Triber
Ethel Stevens

December 19
Ruth Sudzin

December 20
Susan Mehrlust

December 24
William Thomas

December 26
Arthur Rogow

December 27
Alma Thomas
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Kiddush/Oneg/Nosh

Fred Eisinger
2/3 Kiddush for yahrzeit of mother Sally Eisinger Stein
12/2 Kiddush for yahrzeit of his beloved father Gustav

Richard Goldstein
11/3 Oneg for yahrzeit of his mother Annie
12/8 Oneg for yahrzeit of his father Abraham
12/9 Kiddush for yahrzeit of his beloved wife Linda

Amy Cook and Scott Hornick
10/7 Kiddush for yahrzeit of Amy’s grandmother Ethel Kissin

Antje Doyle
10/21 Kiddush for yahrzeit of her beloved husband William

Edward and Sharon Winnick

For the yahrzeit of Benjamin Neustadt, father of Sharon

Ray and Liz Slavin
12/1 Oneg for yahrzeits of Charles Slavin, father of Ray; and Anne and

Herman Simon, mother and father of Liz

Harry and Laurie Rapkin
11/18 Kiddush for yahrzeit of Marion Rapkin, mother of Harry Rapkin; and
Rosalind Plantikow, mother of Laurie Rapkin

Richard Goldman and Stacey Gould

11/17 Oneg for yahrzeits of Jerome Goodman, father of Richard; and
Bernard Gould, father of Stacey

Rabbi Discretionary

Jerrold and Linda Atlas
In memory of Barb Clarin’s sister Carolyn Watts
For the yahrzeit of Samuel Atlas, father of Jerry
For the yahrzeit of Calvin Kanter, brother of Linda

Julius Kawarsky and Alexander Soto
For the yahrzeit of Eloise Kawarsky, beloved mother of Jay Kawarsky

Mark and Nancy Nelson

Eric Cohen
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CONTRIBUTIONS

General Donations

Cheryl and Matthew Schutz
In memory of Carolyn Watts, beloved sister of Barbara Clarin

Ukranian Reifugee Funcl

Marvin and Shellie Jacobson

1 o ey i
PP

L f - J -I-tf' ..
i i -hf.‘-. ;Hr .

Thank!
donate: m.;seu port of ouq efforts
to brmg a Ukrainian fﬂqu;ly to

FHunterdeﬂ%&untyM 7

Thanks again for all your
financial support. It’s verg much
appreciated!!
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ADVERTS

Howaso A Hersaan, DMD.

TO ADVERTISE IN THE

BULLETIN, CONTACT DEBORAH
N—— IN THE OFFICE AT

F NJ 08822 (908) 782-6410

™m-1n?
17.35 Behudore Avenue
i+ ~*¥r-ia

Ofice Hours By Appontment
W Specaly Permd § 7537

FAMILY FUN!
ok

Th smneroncn FI0E

' E Ezﬂfr"ﬂ? "7
cllleteie -

BY FOODARAMA
KOSHER GATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

W FOODARAMA COM
Prces 1WA M
A10-A ABARIDIRC LE Fan J1GAN-WTT
;" PINGALEN M 120 WEN FODOA RANA COM



http://www.somersetpatriots.com/
https://www.drhermanortho.com/
https://www.cocoaloewco.com/
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410
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ADVERTS
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JOSEPH S. COLALILLO
Prasdent

STORE (SO8)TRI-IS4D

Fox Skin & Allergy Associates

Alissa B Fou, MD.-Dermatobogy
Pordlrm Ammrenccm doosmdemey off [er mteodds gy
James A Fau, VLD Allergy |mmusasigoy
Follom Admercum Uollege of dllergy, Asvhmc and | lovgey

sl Highway 11 & ( ouaiy Line Rd_, Breaschburg, NJ
Phcae (Y0N) T28-4777

1108 W escott D, Smite MY, Flemingion, ™.J

(Alergy Immanokgy caly)
Phone ("08) TNR 6479

s N Ll
R LT R LY TSN I PR
R0 L eabard eyl

JUBTH “JUDY" M. GOLD, SRES

Richard Sumliner

ath Tutor

Specialties:
SAT/PSAT/ACT
NJ Certified
Grades 7-12
Over 30 Years Experience!

(908) 725-5363

2
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(R Ot oy & ety o em7 L [

coLDWweLL 723
BANKER O [P FERNCNE =)

JACK S. FORMAN, D.P.M.

Loew
Orthedentics
7/

Daven £ Loew, DD §

d Waiter | Forwr

Fax (908) 782-6751

Phone (908) 782-2518


https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Realty-_-New-Jersey-12677c/Debbie-Grill_McInerney-614643a?gclid=Cj0KCQjwuaiXBhCCARIsAKZLt3l3rYyNXZOJZQ27zBM95PuYiuU-AFJUSEBCs1OC4y09fEs9wm71FHQaAsujEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
http://www.foxskinandallergy.com/
https://loewandpatelorthodontics.com/
https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/nj/flemington/agent/judith-judy-gold/aid_6252/
https://www.hunterdonhealth.org/
https://www.centralwinemerchants.com/

