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RABBI'S REFLECTIONS

As I write these words for our synagogue bulletin ,
I am listening to news about bombs dropping in
Gaza , and families begging for news about their
kidnapped loved ones. It is really hard to hear all
this. What is our responsibility, we , who sit
thousands of miles away from this death
and suffering?

First, we must remember that the real suffering ,
despite all our anxiety, lost sleep and grief , is
nowhere near us. Our focus must be on those in
need. We should be donating to organizations who
are there , on the ground , helping. To that end ,
there are a number of links in the News & Notes
emails that will lead you to organizations who
desperately need your help. Second , we must
remember that we are not fighting this battle in
the Near East. It does no one any good to
demonize those here , with whom we have strong
disagreements. Vigils , rallies , letters , yes! But,
when we take things too far , 9-year-old
Palestinian boys are murdered (as has happened
outside Chicago). Third , in addition to the material
support which we donate , we should check in on
each other. Who has friends , loved ones , relatives
in Israel? When was the last time we checked in
with them? Pick up that phone! Fourth , our Muslim
neighbors are becoming (if they have not been
already) targets of extremists and racists in our
midst.
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What eludes Israelis and Palestinians in Israel , the
West Bank , and Gaza , does not have to elude us.
Building bridges is a powerful response to violence
and hatred.

Finally, never underestimate the power of prayer.
Prayer may not change the hearts of haters and
murderers , but it is an effective balm for our
broken spirits. In calling out to God , to the
universe , with our despair and pain , we lift our
emotions upwards , we elevate them. Calling out
our needs , our fears , giving voice to them , gives
them over to God. We are never alone in our
suffering. There is always someone hurting with
us , who cares , who sympathizes , who will not
abandon us. But…, we must reach out. As the
Psalm teaches: “From the depths I call out to you,
God , hear me…!” I firmly believe that God DOES
hear us. And , if we listen very carefully, if we don ’t
allow ourselves to be distracted , I think we can
sense a response. And , for me , that is the source of
all hope.

For all those who have been wounded and
kidnapped , may they experience healing and
redemption , speedily and soon , and may the killing
end just as quickly. Amen.

RABBI'S REFLECTIONS
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FROM THE DESK OF
OUR PRESIDENT

In comforting our community and demonstrating our beliefs, the FJCC
will continue to offer religious services and activities. We have a
wonderful lineup of events in the coming month, including: a Lunch
and Learn about literacy, a multi-state celebration with the Holocaust
Torah scrolls, the New Member Shabbat dinner, Youth Group activites,
Meditation Shabbat, an Interfaith Thanksgiving gathering, a Friday
evening service to welcome the returning collegians, a Movie Club
discussion, Dinner is Served and more. Please join us as we gather
together for support, Shabbat and celebration.

What a difference a week makes! Last week, as I was drafting my
message, I was writing about how beautiful it was to spend the High
Holidays together. And it was! Now, a week after the brutal attacks of
Israelis by Hamas terrorists, my message took a turn.

The Flemington Jewish Community Center and our members continue
to show support of Israel. These demonstrations of solidarity are so
important! Thank you. I spent my vacation last week visiting with ten
Israeli friends (who are working in the US) and they were so grateful
for every gesture – a phone call asking about their safety, a solidarity
shout-out “Am Yisrael Chai” which literally translated means ‘the
people of Israel live,’ or a brief hug for someone grieving. As the
situation in Israel changes from one of surprise and mourning to
resolve, unity and strength the needs change. Please continue to help
by attending Jewish institutions, contributing to relief efforts and
thanking those who support Israel.

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3  | 1 7  C H E S H V A N  -  1 7  K I S L E V  5 7 8 4



FROM THE DESK OF
OUR PRESIDENT

Sharon Rednor

Every dollar you contribute toward Israel relief helps to fill a desperate
need. There are so many extra expenses in Israel now, including food,
shelter, healthcare, supplies for first responders, travel funds to get
reserve soldiers back to Israel, psychological counseling and terror
assistance, income assistance for breadwinners serving in the IDF, etc.
Choose an agency to support and know that the recipients are thankful.
The UJA’s Israel Emergency Fund https://www.ujafedny.org/israel-
emergency-fund and The Jewish Federation of West Central NJ
www.jfedwcnj.org are distributing funds collected on their websites.
Please give as much as you are able.

And yet, there is more to be done. I am asking each of you to let your
fingers do some work. Write to your elected officials and let them know
how important Israel is and thank them for their support. Also, go to
social media and share facts with others to combat misinformation and
show support for Israel during this ongoing conflict.

Thank you. Stay safe. Hug your friends and relatives often.
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https://uscj.org/israel-resources


MONTHLY CALENDAR
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B'NAI MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  B a t  M i t z v a h  o f  o u r
d a u g h t e r ,  L i n d s e y  R o d r i g u e z ,  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 2 3 .  

L i n d s e y  c u r r e n t l y  a t t e n d s  J P  C a s e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  a s  a  7 t h
g r a d e r ,  w h e r e  s h e  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  C h o r a l e ,  T i g e r e t t e s ,
S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l  a n d ,  v e r y  s o o n ,  c h e e r l e a d i n g .   O u t s i d e  o f
s c h o o l ,  L i n d s e y  e n j o y s  h a n g i n g  o u t  w i t h  h e r  f r i e n d s ,
s i n g i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  h e r  f a v o r i t e  m u s i c  a n d  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s
a s  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  F J C C  Y o u t h  G r o u p .

F o r  h e r  B a t  M i t z v a h  p r o j e c t ,  L i n d s e y  h a s  c h o s e n  t o  r a i s e
m o n e y  f o r  t h e  F l e m i n g t o n  Q T s  b y  s e l l i n g  c o o k i e s .

L i n d s e y ,  w e  a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  a l l  o f  y o u r  h a r d  w o r k  a n d
d e s i r e  t o  t r y  n e w  t h i n g s !



THIS AND THAT
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Liam’s Bar Mitzvah Project
Liam organized a clothing drive for his Bar Mitzvah Project.

He collected over 100 bags of clothes to benefit the
Alzheimer’s Foundation. Great job Liam!

Have you ever wanted to take a virtual tours of Jewish towns
around the globe? Click on the above picture for more information!  

http://qesher.com/


October was Tackling Hunger Month. We had our first Lunch and
Learn to find out more about hunger in our community. The
Director of The Flemington Food Pantry and a volunteer from
Grow-a-Row joined us to discuss the ways their organizations
provide services in our area. Long time Food Pantry Volunteers
Liz and Ray Slavin, and Laurie and Harry Rapkin spoke about
volunteering opportunities and spoke about harvesting produce at
Grow a Row. The Flemington Jewish Community Center provides
continued support to both these agencies. You can visit www.
https://flemingtonfoodpantry.org/ and
https://www.americasgrowarow.org/ to find out more about
volunteer opportunities.

Join us on November 18th for our next Lunch and Learn where
Rabbi Cohen and DJ Wright (Wright & Ford Family Funeral and
Cremation Services) will discuss Jewish Burial Practices. 

THIS AND THAT
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https://flemingtonfoodpantry.org/
https://www.americasgrowarow.org/


THIS AND THAT
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If all we did was provide food, it would be enough.
If we provide food and learn our clients’ names and stories, it would
be enough.
If we learn our clients’ names and stories and provide food choices,
it would be enough.
If we provide food choices and offer fresh produce, attractively
displayed in lovely baskets for clients to “shop” themselves, some
grown in our own garden, it would be enough. If we offer fresh
produce and deliver food orders to people with medical issues or
those unable to come to the pantry, it would be enough.
If we deliver food to those unable to come to the pantry and provide
a special senior food pantry day with lunch, and do deliveries for
seniors, it would be enough. 
If we provide a senior pantry day with lunch, do deliveries for
seniors, and provide birthday bags to children ages 3-12, it would
be enough. 
If we provide birthday bags to children and diapers, incontinence
products, feminine hygiene products, personal care items and
reading glasses, it would be enough.
If we provide diapers, incontinence products, feminine hygiene
products, personal care items, reading glasses and selected items
appropriate for people living in motels, it would be enough.
If we provide selected items appropriate for people living in
motels, and stock little food pantries for times when the pantry is
closed, it would be enough. 
If we stock little food pantries, and educate people about our
pantry, it would be enough.

Dayenu-It Would Have Been Enough at the Flemington Area Food Pantry

Laurie Rapkin



THIS AND THAT

Grow-A-Row
2023

Have news toHave news to  
share?share?

Email your article, 
idea or pictures to Garry at

Rodriguez060803@gmail.com
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Melissa Kleiman and the At Home in Hunterdon team

Hello All ,

Our team, At Home in Hunterdon,  has been formed local ly  through the
National  HIAS Organization,  which assists  immigrants  in the US and
al l  over the world.  At home in Hunterdon has been working hard with
your help and others  from various churches,  synagogues and other faith
groups in Hunterdon County to raise  enough funds to sustain this
family for  the f irst  6  months of  their  arr ival .  We real ly  appreciate  al l  of
your efforts  and have reached our goal  of  rais ing $45,000.  The family
we have been matched with and sponsored have recently received their
authorizat ion for travel .  Marina,  Olex,  and their  7  year old son Vlad
are scheduled to arr ive in Newark Airport  on November 16,  2023.  Our
team members have worked hard to secure an apartment for  the family
in the Mews on Thatcher’s  Hil l  Road in Flemington,  NJ.  

We are al l  excited about their  upcoming arrival  and we wil l  continue to
need
your support  with furnishing the apartment,  f inding employment for
Marina and Olex,  ass ist ing with educational  needs for  Vlad,  and sett ing
up every day needs l ike supermarket  shopping and doctor appointments
etc….

Specif ic  needs and i tems to s ign up for can be located by cl icking on the
SignUpGenius icon below. If  you’re  interested in volunteering you wil l
need to complete  the Code of  Conduct  paperwork (cl ick on the icon
below) that  is  put  out  by HIAS. If  you plan to work direct ly  with the
family,  you wil l  a lso need to complete  an on-l ine background check.
Please reach out to Melissa Kleiman at  mkleiman35@gmail .com or to
Lesl ie  Reid Green at  safetywitch@gmail .com with any quest ions or with
interest  to volunteer.  Thanks so much!

AT HOME IN HUNTERDON
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https://mail-attachment.googleusercontent.com/attachment/u/0/?ui=2&ik=dd589911c9&attid=0.0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1780527857458060054&th=18b5b4a718799b16&view=att&disp=inline&saddbat=ANGjdJ9nMmmrVDeSrX8bwMiKRhgWe4flAH4dQvbq_-8H_hT1JQexFlwDJUgyPUDEHBKn325a4HwVYC6e-cwZSeyNPWKf8TK7Xs10u3-2v6acWMj1_9Vpk0lHiPEFl6GgnP_4PqG9FsCLOpCy51sKxcArl7MVI7pSTJIuMDvBDNuitQ-iwj8L_JqXtBAMIxFUT4g2ISme8iORyJzMj97Eb37U7TKZ9I3prxVOvdmwGzy1JOqGRs8dudiGm6QPiWd4e7Jiur932NFa3xGgsGQwvAsx8im4k8p7QQruhnpxen5EjrDe_UDA2GqoKFUzE7iMQLfyGM155egI54ptQ6mWoXfP814akCMHIEalX6t2AxoQwiaPr4OYz2kHR10qXhGG0JqIEYXUlKemfXGjUONW_hBcHTaRvWxArojo5nMmNBaYaaDMPNwOJWqkN6mv2aPubZlgAEBy-eDaIim2AqWOkNoWTGqsSS4bKknvybtm7cvrZJP28Bn2Ub8TRvN6RqPHlri23DRYh-WFvtBwADvA7V4HM3wyqnVXhUpXaDh6B68tb4nMVIcqdKJuKCGJhif6B1PpJu8FsVLZJ1N5jDLAIZc0iTK6-nwakyrb6oJxjORyPVsjXGHHqjVjQ--hhTl5JW06UfxMl82y13hX3sLglINPwUYk8sOyX_x1nbWj2w1fYaP00Z1KMiRixYjO4ZjwMjhWT-JyurPyVd5B47URdGGexMNflyTaqkJJuSwaGIHcPgzt_6t9McWrtajbsoCdNffOFVZKd-KxX0YqDs051oa69sPBYIBWW_mQDPl2JgihkF3MrMbfNeD1PHLL82626yPHdPMsed9WwuknhpS6axNW02BXdv7uTD_82zub6XlyHLD-jaf7TIEZyKUZstyi0qfIi1Hbi1mWln9OnhcMSh1o6w6IgYHdHmvdJzCqZGGWtmtw5ox-53HRhWCErqgZtvVvL0lrWFpCRRa0oJuxVKwLq3fYvriOI5DfM8X6m2SNbdLnSehIUeOoYCUuEw1I5ahF5aYSWDHLqwINpoQz
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084CA8A92CABFF2-45206955-furnishings#/
mailto:mkleiman35@gmail.com
mailto:safetywitch@gmail.com


WEEKLY EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Register for events on Shulcloud. Links are posted where applicable.
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BIRTHDAYS
November 1
Ruth Gallina

Edward Mehrlust

November 2
Brendan Daneshrad

Sydney Winnick
Arika Gold

November 4
Rebecca Farber

Eilene Gallagher
Heather Goldschmitt

November 5
Jenna Clarin

Jonathan Nemeth

November 6
David Neibart

November 7
Casey Alexander

November 8
Danielle Brooks

Alexander Wasserman

November 9
Evan Gursky

Marvin Jacobson
Jaxson Mason

November 12
Rachel Rodriguez

November 17
Cara London

November 20
Debbie Silverstein

November 21
Gail  Bragin

Jason Cohen

November 23
Samantha Farber

Sarah Farber

November 24
Ben Blankstein

November 25
Matthew Schutz

November 26
Michael Gallina

Ariel  Jakubowski

November 27
Richard Hotchkiss

November 28
Dale Sperling
Sophie Shor
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ANNIVERSARIES

November 8
Nathan and Patricia Lefkow

November 10
Jeffrey and Robin Alexander

November 14
Fredrick and Melissa Kleiman

November 21
Howard and Anneliese Nifoussi

November 24
Karen and Michael Shankoff

November 29
Douglas and Beth Krampel
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YAHRZEITS
November 2

Marion Rapkin

November 3
Fred Klinger

November 5
Hannah Cohn

November 6
Robert Treinish

November 8
David Sandler

November 9
Irving Radzin

Sidney Lifchitz

November 10
Solomon Sperber

November 11
Lorraine Sirota

November 13
Sidney Klein
Irving Braff

November 14
Joseph Forman
Calvin Kantner

Ruth Clarin

November 17
Lill ian Piltzer

Alejandro Goinds De Soto
Sylvia Rogow

November 18
Rosalind Plantikow

Charles Will iam Bryant Watson II

November 20
Alana Celia Cohen

November 21
Donald Watts

Herman Simon

November 22
Myrna Wasserman

Mae Suess

November 24
Brenda Will iamson

November 25
Alexander Taub

Marvin Skowronek

November 26
Pearl Greenberg

November 27
Joseph Weinstock
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Kiddush/Oneg/Nosh
Jeffrey Doshna
    Sponsorship of the Yom Kippur Break Fast,  in memory of Thomas Doshna, 
       beloved father of Jeffrey Doshna

Vivian Doshna
     Sponsorship of the Yom Kippur Break Fast,  in memory of Thomas Doshna, 
        beloved father of Jeffrey Doshna

Bruce Moskowitz and John Fel l in
     Refuah shelemah for Marvin Rosenberg
     In memory of Carolyn Watts,  beloved sister of Barbara Clarin

Sharon and Edward Winnick
     Oneg for the yahrzeit  of  Benjamin Neustadt,  father of Sharon

Amy Cook and Scott  Hornick
     For the yarzeit  of  Amy’s beloved grandmother,  Ethel  Kissin

Gerald Grossman and Connie Mitchko
     Hoping for World Peace

CONTRIBUTIONS

Rabbi Discretionary
Howard and Anneliese Niffousi
     In memory of Carolyn Watts,  beloved sister of Barbara Clarin

Jul ius Kawarsky and Alexander Soto
     For the yahrzeit  of  Eloise Kawarsky,  beloved mother of Jay Kawarsky

Lesl ie Reid-Green
     In memory of Carolyn Watts,  beloved sister of Barbara Clarin

General Donations
David Neibart

Jack and Nomi Forman
     In memory of Carolyn Watts,  beloved sister of Barbara Clarin

Michael  and Carol  Wolf
     From Daniel le Wolf ’s  tzedakah box
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Marvin and Shel l ie Jacobson, James and Alyssa Fox,  Erica Mandell

Ukranian Refugee FundUkranian Refugee Fund

Thank  you  to  all  those  who  have
donated  in  support  of  our  efforts

to  bring  a  Ukrainian  family  to
Hunterdon  Count y .   We ’re

expect ing  the  family  to  arrive  in
November  and  are  in  cont inued
need  of  funds  to  sustain  this

effort .   Thanks  again  for  all  your
financial  support .  It ’s  very  much

appreciated ! !  

The  Hunterdon  Count y  Welcome
Circle  -  At  Home  in  Hunterdon

Thank  you  to  all  those  who  have
donated  in  support  of  our  efforts

to  bring  a  Ukrainian  family  to
Hunterdon  Count y .   We ’re

expect ing  the  family  to  arrive  in
November  and  are  in  cont inued
need  of  funds  to  sustain  this

effort .   Thanks  again  for  all  your
financial  support .  It ’s  very  much

appreciated ! !  

The  Hunterdon  Count y  Welcome
Circle  -  At  Home  in  Hunterdon
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Building Fund
Zelic and Marsha Gerstein
     In memory of Carolyn Watts,  beloved sister of Barbara Clarin



ADVERTS

TTO ADVERTISE IN THEO ADVERTISE IN THE

BULLETIN, CONTACT DEBORAHBULLETIN, CONTACT DEBORAH

IN THE OFFICE ATIN THE OFFICE AT  

(908) 782-6410(908) 782-6410
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http://www.somersetpatriots.com/
https://www.drhermanortho.com/
https://www.cocoaloewco.com/
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410
tel:908-782-6410


ADVERTS
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https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Realty-_-New-Jersey-12677c/Debbie-Grill_McInerney-614643a?gclid=Cj0KCQjwuaiXBhCCARIsAKZLt3l3rYyNXZOJZQ27zBM95PuYiuU-AFJUSEBCs1OC4y09fEs9wm71FHQaAsujEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
http://www.foxskinandallergy.com/
https://loewandpatelorthodontics.com/
https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/nj/flemington/agent/judith-judy-gold/aid_6252/
https://www.hunterdonhealth.org/
https://www.centralwinemerchants.com/
mailto:rsumliner@gmail.com

