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THIS MONTH:
Purim Recap
Everything Passover
Giving Garden is back!

Scenes from The Purim Shpiel 
and Purim Carnival on March 16th



Rabbi’s Reflections
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In a posthumously published text, the philosopher, Jean-Jacques Rousseau wrote: "The
Jews present us with an outstanding spectacle: the laws of Numa, Lycurgus, and Solon
are dead; the far more ancient ones of Moses are still alive. Athens, Sparta, and Rome
have perished, and all their people have vanished from the earth; though destroyed,
Zion has not lost her children. They mingle with all nations, but are never lost among
them; they no longer have leaders, yet they are still a nation; they no longer have a
country, and yet they are still citizens…"
 
Rousseau expresses, for an 18th century Frenchman, a remarkable sense of
admiration for a people barely tolerated in Europe in his day. Not surprisingly, his
contribution to the age of enlightenment, and to later European culture, is
considerable. What Rousseau did not offer was an explanation: why have the Jews
lasted as long as they have? Why haven’t they gone the way of Babylonia, Greece or
Rome?  

The late Rabbi Jonathan Sacks argues that we have lasted this long because we Jews
continually tell our story. A story, he points out, is crucial for a people to maintain
their cohesion. When do we do tell our story most effectively? At the Passover Seder.
Every year, in every generation, for more centuries than we can remember, and across
vast stretches of space, Jews gather and tell our story at the Seder. This is what has
kept us going throughout the millennia. Why? Because, Rabbi Sacks teaches, the story
which we tell provides us with three crucial tools: identity, values, and continuity.

Each year the Passover story reminds who we are, and where we come from, both in
terms of geography and lineage. Next, it reminds us how we ought to live. Jews must
stand up for liberty over slavery, justice over corruption, compassion over cruelty.
Third, the Haggadah reminds us that we must pass on our identity and our values to
the next generation: “When your children ask, ‘What is this?’ You should say to them:
‘With a strong hand God took us out of Egypt.” 
 
When we sit down to the Passover Seder this year, we remind ourselves why we are
still here: identity, values and continuity. May we all take these to heart.  Chag Kasher
ve-Sameyach! Happy Passover!



From the President’s Desk
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One of my favorite aspects of Jewish holidays is the inspirational stories and
messages. During March, we celebrated Purim and read about the bravery of
Mordechai and Esther. In April, we celebrate Passover and remember our
ancestors Exodus from Egypt. In May, we celebrate Yom HaAtzmaut – Israel
Independence Day and remember the unlikeliness and miracle of recreating a
vibrant Jewish nation.
 
Passover is a time of renewal; a chance to cleanse not only our homes of
chametz, but also the burden of the souls. As we gather around the Seder table,
we recount the story of our ancestors and remember the oppression that they
suffered. Times feel tough today. But are they as hard as those that fled from
Egypt? Remember the journey of the Israelites and use this Passover to inspire
yourself to greatness.
 
Yom HaAtzmaut is a time to reflect on the achievements of our people. Did you
know Israel is a leader in many areas including water preservation and
renewable energy, science and medicine and all sorts of technology (your cell
phone would not work without Israeli parts). This Yom HaAtzmaut consider
booking a trip to Israel. Israelis need our support and it is a great vacation
destination with such incredible history, beaches and food.

Chag sameach



100th Anniversary
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   Twenty-five good-deed-doers participated through the first 2 months of the FJCC
100 Weeks of Mitzvot Challenge. They have attended the Sisterhood Progressive
Dinner, lit Shabbat candles, told someone something they admire about them,
planted a tree in person or in someone’s honor/memory with a donation, held a door
open for a stranger, wrote a thank you note to someone who wouldn’t expect it,
made and/or delivered/and/or purchased a mischlot manot bag, and baked
hamantaschen. Using pseudonyms, they noted the completion of each good act on a
shared spreadsheet, each completed act earning a chance to win a small prize via
random drawing.

   Although EVERYONE’s a winner for helping to make themselves, the FJCC, and the
community a tiny bit better with their kindnesses, the first prize winning Mitzvot
Challenge winner is:

Who Me?

  Who Me?, please tell Deborah you are the winner. The gift is waiting for you in her
office with gratitude for your participation.

   If you have not yet signed in to the spreadsheet and begun doing the weekly good
deeds NOW is a great time to start. 

   Dancing Queen has the distinction of being the only participant to complete all 8
good deeds to date. Jew on a Mission, Cantankerous Con, Captain Nemo and Anna
Scott are close behind with just one missed mitzvot. Most participants have
completed just three or four tasks. So see, it's never too late to jump in, do the tasks
you find meaning in and ignore those you’d prefer not to do. Just log in so we can
see this Challenge is valuable, and so you can be entered in the May drawing. 

  Coming soon will be more details on other 100th anniversary events. We will be
creating a time capsule to be opened by members of the FJCC in the year 2031 (the
FJCC’s 125th anniversary). What would you like to say to them? What memorabilia
would you want to leave for them? You will have an opportunity to be part of the
decision making process.



HEBREW SCHOOL
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March was all about Purim.  Last month the students made Purim Puppets, and this
month they made Hamantaschen.  On March 16th the Hebrew School celebrated
Purim with A Family Purim Program and Parade.  The Rabbi read from the megillah,
and then the Hebrew High students put on the Purim Skit Craig Sirota, a graduate of
the FJCC nursery school, and Hebrew School brought his guitar and added a little
ruach (spirit) leading everyone in Purim songs.  

The next few classes will be devoted to learning about Passover and preparing for
the model seder before Passover/Spring Break.
 



PAST EVENTS
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Thank you to all those who helped bake hamantaschen! 
Jaxon Mason, Spencer Goldschmitt, Lila Goldschmitt, Karen Walsh, Saul

Katz, Glenn Gold, Tori Gold, Josy Kestenbaum, Laurie Rapkin, David
Pearsley, Pam Nemeth
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Purim Shpiel and Purim Carnival fun!
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Giving Garden
Spring is Coming…Almost time to Garden

               I am happy to announce that former FJCC Nursery School student,
Jason Snyder, now a Hunterdon Central Sophomore, has taken on three
significant tasks in the Giving Garden as his Eagle Project. Jason and his
scouting crew will replace our old and decaying garden beds with new ones
built on site. This work is projected to begin the last Sunday in March and
resume in May. He will also be replacing our gate with a similar-looking gate,
and will cover all grassy areas to help with our water retention problem and
to eliminate the need for lawncare. Jason has secured all the funding and
materials on his own and his leaders and parents are very supportive. This is
a great service to the Garden and to the FJCC, which he and his parents
remember with fondness.

               The Nursery School will begin in-cup inside planting before Spring
Break and due to time constraints in my life, I plan to try more direct in
ground planting this year. We are also going to invest in a mushroom
compost and hope these changes will yield greater success. Please, help the
garden and the Food Pantry. Plant a few vegetable seeds in cups in your
kitchen. Start soon and we will gladly transplant them into the Giving Garden
the end of May. If planting at home just isn’t your thing but you’d still like to
help now, consider making a donation to help with this year’s purchases. The
more help we get from our congregation the better and faster we can serve
the community.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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The clock's ticking…Are you ready to ride? Don't miss your chance to experience
Hunterdon County's breathtaking Farmland Ride like never before. Challenge yourself,
soak in the views, and kick off your cycling season in style!!!

Choose from 1 of 4 scenic routes that traverse Hunterdon County - 15, 30, 45 or our
newly revised 62-mile metric century!!! Discover even more of the stunning Sourland
Mountains on this route. Enjoy scenic climbs and descents and experience the charm
of historic Frenchtown AND Hopewell.

Lunch is included and provided by Blue Fish Grill (guaranteed if registered by June
5th). Enjoy fully stocked rest areas and receive a free event t-shirt, if registered
by May 11th. Tech support provided by Sourland Cycles and Sag support provided.

Time is ticking! Register for the Farmland Ride now and lock in your spot for just $80!! 

Click on the link below:

FARMLAND RIDE Online Registration

https://www.bikereg.com/farmland-ride


UPCOMING EVENTS
Register for events on Shulcloud. Links are posted in News and Notes.Register for events on Shulcloud. Links are posted in News and Notes.
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WEEKLY EVENTS
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April 1
Ethan Rednor

Rose Weitz

April 2
Matthew Winnick

Alexandra Fox
Phillip Franklin

April 3
Bruce Kamich

April 4
Carol Wolf

April 5
Brian Goodman

April 6
Andrew Weinstein

Benjamin Goodman

April 8
Steven Weinstein

April 10
Danielle Rubin
Douglas Atlas

April 11
Jacob Sperling

April 23
Amy Marshall

Colin Jakubowski
Ian Jakubowski

April 24
Donna Levinston Braff

April 25
James Fox

Elise Franklin

April 26
Brett Bragin

April 27
Nathaniel Nemeth
Hannah Sornstein

April 28
Jackie Lefkow

Zoe Quinn

April 29
Sharon Goldstein

Erica Agins
Noah Doshna
Alan Hylton

April 12
Lisa Ziv

Charlotte Byne

April 13
Greg Scibilia

Olivia Kleiman

April 14
Cheryl Schutz

Alexander Rapkin

April 15
Jacob Walsh

April 16
Rachel Silberman

April 17
Marsha Gerstein
Shellie Jacobson

April 18
Alexandra Rubin

April 19
Natalie Atlas

Dana Schindler

April 21
Ethan Gertzman
Fred Sornstein

April 14th
Eric & Jane Wasserman
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April 8th
Mark & Laurie Weinstein

April 20th
Ray & Liz Slavin



April 1
Sidney Gold

Regina Sperber
Irwin Kawarsky
Kitty Lefkow

April 2
Reubin Bragin

April 3
David Waldman

Harry Rubin

April 4
Harold Kern

April 9
Stuart Kamich

April 12
Samuel Goldman

YAHRZEITS
April 23

Sylvia Mittler

April 24
Sol Gerstein

April 25
Jacob Dvoor

April 26
Irwin Goldman

Ida Dvoor

April 27
Shirley Klinger

Dorothy Ort

April 28
Faye Nahama
Jerome Weiner

April 29
Abraham Simon

April 13
Peter Doshna

April 15
Sarah Benari
Ethel Weiner

April 17
Raymond St. Pierre

April 18
Martin Shapiro

April 19
Jules Wasserman

April 20
Ronald Shankoff

April 21
Michelle Cohn

April 22
Saverrio Zuchovicki
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May their memories
be a blessing

May their memories
be a blessing



ContributionsContributions
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Rabbi Discretionary

Building Fund
Zel and Marsha Gerstein
Refuah Shelemah to Richard
Goldstein and Rita Lefkow

Exxon (Sirota/London)

Larissa & Adam Wolf
for the benefit of the FJCC

General Donations

Jerrold & Linda Atlas
Thank you to Synagogue Administrator Deborah, belated Mazel
Tov to Phyllis Lerner on her marriage to Alan Seltzer, To Mattew
Schutz for continued better health, Mazel Tov to Carolyn & David
Goldman on the engagement of their son Michael to Tiferet,
Happy Birthday to Jerry Atlas, Happy 65th Anniversary of Linda &
Jerry Altas 



12 months of
advertising to 

over 300 people!

Advertise here!

$175 business card
size

 $275 ¼ page
 $550 ½ page

 $1000 full page

Use your
business to

support your
community!


