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THIS MONTH:

Hebrew School 
So many upcoming events... 
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 that it is from the Latin “natalis,” meaning birth, since Christmas Eve is celebrated as Jesus’ birth.
A third suggestion is that “Nittel” is related to Yiddish “nit” or “nisht,” meaning “not, nothing,”
perhaps indicating that Jews should not do anything meaningful or significant to mark the day…,
though…, NOT doing anything significant could be… kind of significant? 

Whatever the original meaning, the practice has been handed down to us: we do something on
Christmas Eve that has nothing to do with why the holiday is celebrated. (Chinese food, a movie,
karaoke – not common activities in Bethlehem at the turn of the last millennium). Outside of ultra-
Orthodox communities, Jews are more integrated into the wider culture than our ancestors were.
Many of us have non-Jewish relatives with whom we celebrate both Jewish and non-Jewish
holidays. The openness to celebrating holidays of different faith traditions is a great blessing, and…
also a challenge. Honoring the freedom we now have, while maintaining our unique identity, is the
struggle of modern times.  

When I was in junior high school, our downstairs neighbors began hosting Christmas parties – Glatt
kosher from Meal Mart. We were the only Jews they knew, when they first moved in. I grew up
modern Orthodox, my family kept strictly kosher, and the neighbors wanted to be hospitable. I think
I was the only kid in my Yeshivah who attended a Christmas party every year. This continued when
I moved away to college. Once, I thought of going away over winter break. My mother scolded me:
“Louise is spending a fortune on food… and you’re NOT coming home for Christmas!? What kind
of Jew are you?!” 

I think my great-grandparents would have been shocked… and also very confused. But, me: I got
it. 

I still love the idea of Chinese food and a movie on Christmas Eve. When I was quite young, way
before those neighbors moved in, my Christian friends asked me how I celebrated Christmas. I
said: Chinese food and a movie. I could’ve said that I don’t celebrate Christmas, which was true,
but… kosher Chinese food was hard to come by back then, and we didn’t go to the movies THAT
often when I was little (three little boys in a movie theater – you can only imagine). We didn’t play
cards or chess, but we didn’t study Torah either. I guess we marked Christmas by not doing
anything really meaningful or significant… only…, that now seems…, kind of significant. 

RABBI’S REFLECTIONS
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What's a Jew to do on Christmas Eve? Before Christmas Eve
became the commercial and cultural spectacle that it is, it was a
religious holiday that Jews tried hard to avoid. Christmas was a
time of heightened anti-Jewish violence, and Jews were, in many
places, not allowed outside on that day. In pre-modern times, on
Christmas Eve, our ancestors observed Nittel Nacht. The evening
is marked by refraining from Torah study, and engaging instead in
recreational activities, such as playing card games or chess.
Today, among some Hasidic Jews, this practice continues.   

What does “Nittel” mean? I have seen a few explanations for its
etymology. “Nittel” could come from the Hebrew root meaning “to
hang,” since Jesus was hanged on a cross. Another suggestion is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Card_games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chess
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I highly recommend Sarah Hurwitz’s recently published “As a
Jew Reclaiming Our Story from Those Who Blame, Shame
and Try to Erase Us.” It is a deeply personal exploration of
Jewish identity in the 21st century that will likely resonate
with you as it did with me.

What sets As a Jew apart is the way Hurwitz situates her own
story within the broader Jewish narrative. Reading this book
made me reflect deeply on my own background and the ways
I’ve come to understand my Jewishness. Hurwitz’s honesty
about her journey—how she grappled with identity, ritual,
history, and belonging—prompted me to revisit my own
experiences and thinkings. At moments, I felt affirmed. Other
times I was unsettled with some of my own actions including
the times I’ve as hidden my Judaism and support of Israel.
Hurwitz’s words nudged me to consider which parts of
Judaism I carry with pride, which
parts I’ve taken for granted, and how my personal history
shapes the way I move through the world as a Jew. It’s rare
to find a book that doesn’t just inform you but actively helps
you to clarify your feelings.

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

One of the most striking sections of As a Jew is Hurwitz’s discussion of the long arc
of antisemitism—how forms of antisemitism have shifted across centuries while its
underlying logic remains disturbingly consistent. She lays out how Jews have long
been cast as the ultimate “Other,” and how societies have projected their fears and
failures onto us. Over the centuries, this has taken wildly contradictory forms
including blaming Jews as “killers of Christ,” imagining them as racial pollutants,
and portraying them as shadowy masterminds controlling
media, finance, or global politics. Hurwitz shows how this ancient pattern continues
today, morphing into modern political, cultural, and ideological strains.
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Her analysis helped me see more clearly how, in the current moment, both “the Jew”
and “Zionism” have become for some (many?) people the reason for everything they
believe is wrong with the world. It’s a painful but honest reckoning, and one that
feels essential for understanding today’s discourse.

Hurwitz is a former speechwriter for Michele Obama. As such, the book is easy to
read and once you pick it up hard to put down. Check it out, you won’t regret it.

Jonathan Nemeth, President
president@flemingtonjcc.org

mailto:president@flemingtonjcc.org


Hugh and Judy Cohen

Hailing from Maplewood, Hugh and Judy 

Cohen are excited to join the FJCC. Hugh is 

an Executive Coach with Deloitte where he 

has worked for the past eighteen years and

is an avid (and often disappointed) fan of the

Jets, Mets, Knicks and Rangers. He is a 

fitness enthusiast and is completing his 

certification as a Personal Trainer. Judy had 

a successful career as a Financial Journalist 

and has appeared on CNN, CBS News, The 

Squawk Box and other financial programs 

to discuss the M&A market. She is a proud 

graduate of Barnard College and is an avid 

reader of fiction of all genres.

They are proud parents of two sons. The eldest is Griffin, who resides in Chatham with his wife,

Meghan, and Holden, who is a graduate of The College of New Jersey and currently teaches in

Scotch Plains. The family is very excited as Griffin and Meghan are expecting their first child in late

March.

On a side note, Hugh is Rabbi Cohen’s brother and claims to be the funnier of the two. Have a chat

with him and decide for yourself.

Welcome Hugh & Judy!!! 
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W e l c o m e  N e w  M e m b e r s !
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Howard and Cheryl Rosenbaum

Howard, Cheryl, Alexa & Asher reside in Branchburg, NJ along with Cheryl's mother (Laurie Koss)

and stepfather (Robert Koss), and joined FJCC in September 2025. Howard works as a Financial

Advisor for corporate retirement plans (e.g. 401(k) plans) and is originally from Los Angeles, CA.

Cheryl is a physician recruiter originally from West Hartford, CT. Howard's daughter Alexa is a Junior

at Randolph High School, and their son Asher is in 4th grade at Stony Brook Elementary School in

Branchburg.

They enjoy hosting backyard barbecues during the summer, with Howard smoking various meats

and side dishes. Howard and Cheryl enjoy international travel, and have visited Morrocco, Dubai &

Abu Dhabi and Thailand in recent years. Alexa enjoys being a member of her high school Color

Guard team, as well as participating in the school orchestra (violin) and is a member of the school's

stage crew. Asher is an avid sports enthusiast. He loves playing soccer and is excited for his

upcoming travel baseball season.

Most importantly, Asher is excited about the start of his journey to becoming Bar Mitzvah in March

2029 and looks forward to attending various holidays, 

services and youth group events at the Flemington 

JCC.

The family looks forward to meeting and spending 

time with the congregation and thank everyone for 

the warm welcome to the FJCC family!

Welcome to the Rosenbaum Family!!!
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W e l c o m e  N e w  M e m b e r s !
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W e l c o m e  N e w  M e m b e r s !
              Dmitry and Mariia Kogosov

A little bit about the Kogosov family:

My wife and I are both from Ukraine. I was born there and 

moved to Israel with my family as a child. We settled in a 

suburb of Lod and my brother and I attended elementary 

school in Ganei Aviv. In 2000 my family moved to Canada 

where we settled in Waterloo, Ontario.

In 2016 I met my wife, Mariia, while on a trip to Ukraine to 

visit some family. In 2017 we were married and living in Toronto.

Our daughter Millie was born in 2019 in Toronto. We moved to 

New Jersey in 2021 to be closer to my parents who have lived 

here since 2007. In 2024 our son Nathaniel was born. 

We are so grateful to have found the FJCC and are thrilled to be 

part of the community. 

Welcome to the Kogosov Family- Dmitry, Mariia, Millie and Nathaniel

Eric and Mira Berzofsky
If you're looking for Eric, Mira or Aliza on a Saturday, chances

are you'll find them at FJCC! Actually, they're here most

Sundays and some Fridays, too. Since July, they've become

regulars here. Eric leyns Torah and pinch hits for services. Mira

is organizing the new Rosh Chodesh women's group, led a

Shabbat Meditation, gave a dvar and made soup for FJCC

Cares. Aliza leads hamotzi over the challah. You might say

they are "all-in." 

Their household also includes two dogs, Frodo and Gandalf

and 3 adult children--Yair (23) in Boston, Noam (21) at Rutgers,

and Avi (20) at Syracuse.

When they aren't at FJCC, Eric works in tech as a Product

Owner at a major bank and Mira works in Grants

Development for a nonprofit. Aliza is crushing First Grade at

Toll Gate Grammar.

Welcome to the Berzofsky Family, Eric, Mira, and Aliza!
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If you asked the kids, “What’s your favorite holiday?”, the answer is usually Chanukah! And we
spent the month celebrating in so many ways.  The students learned blessings and songs,
played dreidel, and made Chanukkiah.

Despite the snow, the show must go on was the motto for the Chanukah Family Program on
December 14th.  Karen Rostoker Gruber, children’s author and ventriloquist, brought her
books and puppets to share Chanukah stories.  The program was a success, and she will be
joining us again for Passover.

It was nice to see so many Hebrew School students at the Chanukah Dinner. My favorite part
is the table of Chanukiahs with all the candles glowing.

There are several events in the coming months.

January 11 -  Youth Group Cupcake Decorating and Movie (all grades)
January 16 - Tot Shabbat (2nd grade and younger)
January 23 -  Class Service (4th - 6th grade)
January 25 - Family Trip to the Food Pantry (Alef-Vav)
February 7 -  Hebrew School Havdalah
February 7 -  Youth Group Shul-In (8th - 12th grade)

We look forward to the secular New Year and hope you will join us at Hebrew School events.

Keep your eyes open for the “This Week in Hebrew School” email sent out each Friday. Click
here to go to the Hebrew School Calendar. Questions? Contact Mrs. Walsh at
kwalsh@flemingtonJCC.org.

HEBREW SCHOOL
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https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=MXZlb21kcGJpY2MyajVqcDdpbmlmZXByYXNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
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HEBREW SCHOOL
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HEBREW SCHOOL
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HEBREW SCHOOL
D o n ’ t  I n v i t e  a  B e a r  I n s i d e  f o r  H a n u k k a h

W i t h  K a r e n  R o k o s t e r - G r u b e r
D e c e m b e r  1 4
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Questions? Contact Julia Sirota, julia.london.sirota@gmail.com

YOUTH GROUP

11

mailto:julia.london.Sirota@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Register for events on ShulCloud.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Purim!
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ONGOING  EVENTS- join us!
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ONGOING  EVENTS- join us!
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The latest winner by random draw of the 100 Weeks of Mitzvot Challenge is - CAPTAIN NEMO.
Captain Nemo and the other participants the past two months did one or more of the following
good deeds:

    • Left a positive review for a local business
    • Asked, “How an I help?”
    • Treated someone to dinner
    • Donated to a friend’s favorite charity in their name
    • Donated Thanksgiving food items to a Food Pantry
    • Showed their gratitude
    • Added a toy to a holiday collection box for a child
    • Sang “I Am The Walrus” out loud and really loud (I maintain this is the ultimate self-care good
deed as oh my gosh does it feel good!!!!)
    • Spun a dreidel 

    Many many new and wonderful mitzvot are ahead in 2026. It’s never too late to start
participating.

    Captain Nemo, please see Deborah in the office to pick up your prize.

100 Weeks of Mitzvot Challenge



Happenings
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D i n n e r  i s  S e r v e d  

L e b a n o n  P u b

N o v e m b e r  6 ,  2 0 2 5
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Happenings
  J A N U A R Y  /  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6  |  1 2  T E V E T  -  1 1  A D A R  5 7 8 6

D i n n e r  i s  S e r v e d  
A n g e l o ’ s

D e c e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 2 5
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Happenings
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C h a n u k a h  C e l e b r a t i o n
D e c e m b e r  1 7
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January 2- Jeffrey Gold
January 3- Ariel Hylton
January 4- Kenneth Stern
January 5- Elle Martoccia
January 8- Nathaniel Silberman
January 10- Stacey Gould
January 11- Ronald Ort, Victoria Wolf
January 12- Barbara Batt, Scott Byne, Dena Scibilia
January 14- Tina Martoccia
January 16- Jack Daniels, Jason Holley
January 17- Katelynn Jampel
January 18- Laurie Rapkin
January 19- Julianne Gallina
January 20- Ada Gursky
January 21- Kenneth Brooks, Suzanne Rothstein
January 22- Bradley Daneshrad, Zel Gerstein
January 24- Loren Hurwitz, Abbey Mondshein
January 25- Evelyn Stern
January 28- Deborah Ort, Nathan Treinish
January 31- Salena Kern, Rita Lefkow, Daniel Wasserman

February 2- Adam Wolf
February 4- Aliza Tikvah Berzofky
February 7- David Short, Kenneth Skowronek
February 10- Harry Zackowitz
February 13- Jonathan Fox, Paul Hubert
February 15- Benjamin Doshna, Jennifer Goldstein
February 16- Florence Newrock
February 18- Heather Brooks, Dorit Radzin
February 19- Jeanne Berk, Michael Leibowitz
February 20- Seymour Mondshein
February 21- Danny Shor
February 22- Dorian Batt, Jamie Cohen, Brayden Jampel
February 23- Noam M. Colflesh
February 24- Michael Wolf
February 25-Ian Rodriguez
February 26- Eric Wasserman
February 27- Catherine O’Shea
February 28- Brian Sperling, Jonathan Stirberg
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L E T  U S  K N O W  I F  Y O U  H A V E
A D D I T I O N S  O R  C O R R E C T I O N S -  

E M A I L  T H E  O F F I C E  O R  E D I T
Y O U R  S H U L C L O U D  A C C O U N T
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January 18- Tina & Scott Martoccia

February 1- Daniel Weinstock & Eileen Gallagher
February 15- Debbie & Martin McInerney

L E T  U S  K N O W  I F  Y O U  H A V E  A D D I T I O N S  O R  C O R R E C T I O N S -
E M A I L  T H E  O F F I C E  O R  E D I T  Y O U R  S H U L C L O U D  A C C O U N T 25



January 1- William Thomas
January 2- Robert Sugar
January 3- Jeanette Berzofsky, Arthur Rogow
January 4- Alma Thomas
January 9- Claire Kurtz Stein
January 12- Milton Friedman
January 13- Frank Welt, Morris Wolf
January 16- Charles Cohen, Louis Naar
January 18- Max Wortman
January 19- Michael Berk
January 21- Roth Lee Wolfson
January 23- Joseph Stern
January 24- David Lipsitz
January 25- Samuel Borman, Flo Lerner, Marvin Nemeth, Naida Wetstein
January 27- Ruth Lifchitz
January 29- Juan Jose de Soto, Max Lerner, Bernard Volowitz
January 30- Florence Kagan, Frank Kelly
January 31- Betty Hurwitz

February 1- Helene Kantor Fields, Meyer Rosenberg
February 2- Norma Benimoff
February 4- Seena Honeyman Cook, Janice Luelling, Sye Weinstein
February 6- Lisa Golowner Ackerman, Sidney Elstein
February 7- Mary Large, Ida Linsenbaum, Bernice Simmons
February 8- Shirley Welt
February 10- Murray Benimoff, Martin Pavelich
February 11- Sanford Friedman, George Jacobson
February 13- Sally Eisinger Stein
February 16- Rosalin Zackowitz
February 17- Judith Pavelich, Dr. Irena Balis Sandler
February 18- Yetta Atlas, Murray Grill
February 19- Herbert Milecofsky
February 21- Hilda Daniels, Louis Friedman, Celia Lerner
February 22- Norma Charen, Dr. Milton Sirota
February 23- Terry Mondshein
February 25- Melvin Dvoor
February 26- Leo Sacks
February 27- Donna Young
February 28- David Weiner

YAHRZEITS
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ContributionsContributions

Antje Doyle
For the yahrzeit of Bill Doyle, beloved husband of Antje

Beverly Landstrom
For the yahrzeit of Juliette Wolf, beloved mother of Beverly Landstrom 

Mike and Carol Wolf
For the yahrzeit of Carol's beloved mother Victory Lonsk

Eric and Mira Berzofsky
For the yahrzeit of Mike Novick, beloved father of Mira 

Eric Sirota and Cara London
In honor of Craig Sirota’s Musical Shabbat

Jeff and Robin Alexander
For the yahrzeit of Phyllis Waldman, beloved mother of Robin Alexander

Richard Goldstein
For the yahrzeit of Richard's father, Abraham Goldstein

Fred Eisinger
For the yahrzeit of his beloved father, Gustav Eisinger

Scott and Andrea Goldstein-Byne and Richard Goldstein
For the yahrzeit of Linda Goldstein, beloved wife of Richard and Mother of Andrea

Kiddush/Oneg/Nosh

Building Fund
Zel and Marsha Gerstein

In memory of Ross Goldstein, beloved son of Marsha Goldstein. Condolences to Marsha
and her Husband Bruce Davidson and daughters Beth and Sherri.
In memory of Dr. Kenneth Stern, beloved husband of Elaine Stern, 

and sons Adam, Brian, and Mark. 
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Ringoes Boy Scout Troup #65

Giving Garden

ContributionsContributions

FJCC Cares
Kate Schaper

General Donations
Jack and Nomi Forman

Mazel Tov to Marissa & David Zackowitz on the bar mitzvah of their son, Ben

Julius Kawarsky and Alexander Soto
For the yahrzeit of beloved brother, Alejandro

Jonathan and Jodi Weitz

Elizabeth Loew
In support of the FJCC

Yvonne and Paul “PJ” Magala
In support of the FJCC

Olga Snell

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Barry & Kimi Mittler

For the yahrzeit of Adrian Mittler, father of Barry Mittler
For the yahrzeit of Ann Borman, beloved mother of Kimi

Jerrold and Linda Atlas
For the yahrzeit of Calvin Kanter, beloved brother of Linda Atlas
For the yahrzeit of Samuel D Atlas, beloved father of Jerry Atlas

For the yahrzeit of Joseph L. Ritwe, beloved uncle of Jerry & Linda Atlas

Hugh and Judy Cohen
In celebration of the High Holidays
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12 months of
advertising to 

over 300 people!

Advertise here!

$175 business card
size

 $275 ¼ page
 $550 ½ page

 $1000 full page

Use your
business to

support your
community! 29


