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The Ba'al Shem Tov (the founder of Hasidism, 18th century) comments on this teaching: “If there is a voice
coming out every day from Mount Sinai, then why don't we hear it? And, if we don't hear it, why bother to have a
voice come out at all?” He answers: “Every time a person is inspired to better themselves, it is because they are, 
in fact, hearing that voice. Every time that we are struck with an unexpected thought that pushes us in the right
direction--unexpected because it is totally out of character for us, and a complete departure from our present
frame of mind--that means that our inner ear has picked up the Divine voice calling from Mount Sinai.”

What a fascinating lesson! We hear the voice from Sinai, the very voice our ancestors heard. Perhaps, we don’t
experience the thunder, lightning, or smoke that they 
did. But, we can experience the personal, transformative 
moments that move us to reach for something higher. 

On this Shavuot, let us all take some time to listen 
carefully: what is that voice from Sinai calling us to do? 
May we merit hearing that voice, and finding the 
courage to follow it. 

Chag Sameach!

Rabbi Eric S. Cohen, PhD
rabbi@flemingtonjcc.org

Rabbi’s Reflections
This year, later in May, we will celebrate Shavuot. It is one of the three
pilgrimage holidays commanded in the Torah. Shavuot means 'weeks'
in Hebrew, and marks the conclusion of the Counting of the Omer. Its
date is directly linked to that of Passover; the Torah mandates the
seven-week Counting of the Omer, beginning on the second day of
Passover, to be immediately followed by Shavuot. This counting of
days and weeks is understood to express anticipation and desire for
the giving of the Torah. On Passover, the people of Israel were freed
from their enslavement to Pharaoh; on Shavuot, they were given the
Torah, and became a nation committed to serving God.

Rabbi Isaac Meir of Gur (a 19th century CE Hasidic master) teaches:
“Why is the holiday of Shavuot called “the time of giving the Torah,”
and not “the time of receiving the Torah?” Because, he answers, the
giving of Torah was at Mount Sinai, but the receiving of Torah can
happen each and every day…”. Indeed, we learn in Pirkei Avot (Ethics
of Our Fathers 6:2): “Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi says (second-third
century CE): ‘Everyday a voice goes out from Mount Sinai calling us
to Torah…’



From Our President

Tolerance is often defined as the willingness to accept beliefs, practices, or
perspectives that differ from our own, and it is a value we hold dear in our
community. 

We take pride in being a community that embraces differences in sexual orientation,
skin color, identity, race and life experiences. These commitments reflect our
deepest values and strengthen who we are. But if we are truly committed to being
an inclusive and welcoming
congregation, we must ask ourselves: can we extend that same openness to
differences in thought, perspective, and even political affiliation? Can we ensure that
our community remains a place where people feel safe not only for who they are, but
also for what they
believe?

I believe most people see themselves as open-minded, respectful, and welcoming—
but it is worth asking ourselves: how tolerant are we, really?

It is relatively easy to be tolerant when differences are minor or when others’ views
do not challenge us. The real test comes when we encounter ideas that run counter
to our own deeply held beliefs. In those moments, tolerance can give way to anger,
dismissal and rejection. We may begin to question not just the idea, but the person
who holds it. 
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I find myself increasingly concerned that, as a society, we are becoming less tolerant in precisely these moments.
Too often, when different perspectives are raised—especially on issues that matter deeply—relationships are
strained and even permanently damaged. I have seen, and at times experienced how simply expressing a different
point of view creates distance between people who otherwise care deeply about one another.

In a congregation, where community and shared purpose matter so deeply, this challenge is even more important.
If we only feel comfortable with those who think as we do, we risk narrowing the very community we seek to build.
True tolerance does not require agreement. It asks something more difficult: that we listen with respect, speak with
care, and remain connected even in the presence of disagreement.

Our tradition teaches the value of engaging with differing perspectives,not turning away from them. Jewish
learning is built on discussion, debate, and the respectful exchange of ideas. It reminds us of that disagreement,
when approached with humility and care, is not something to fear, but something that can deepen both our
understanding and our relationships.

A strong congregation is not one without differences, but one that has the courage and compassion to hold them.
In doing so, we not only preserve our relationships—we strengthen them.

Jonathan Nemeth, President
president@flemingtonjcc.org

mailto:president@flemingtonjcc.org


It’s déjá vu all over again as the winner of the most recent Mitzvot Challenge
random drawing is once again NJ Gal!!! NJ Gal was one of just two Mitzvot
Challenge participants to perform all but two mitzvot over the past two
months.

NJ Gal and participants completed the following:

• Made mishloach manot bags and/or hamantaschen
• Drowned out the name “Haman”
• Luxuriated in a mid-day nap
• Put the toilet seat down
• Avoided social media for 24 hours
• Sung “Dayenu”
• Volunteered at the FJCC Giving Garden
• Called a friend they hadn’t spoken to for a while.

Mazel Tov to everyone participating. NJ Gal, please see Deborah in the office
to pick up your gift

100 Weeks of Mitzvot Challenge
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Hebrew School Update

Summer will be here soon. The Hebrew School staff is busy preparing for Fall 2026. Look for an
email in the coming weeks with details about class schedules, staffing changes, registration and

paperwork, fees and more.

I want to take this opportunity to thank the teacher assistants, Zoe Quinn, Rose Weitz, Jaxson
Mason and Liam Byne for all their help this school year. An additional thank you to Kylei Mittler

and Rose Weitz for b’nai mitzvah tutoring, and Kimi Mittler for her administrative help.

Thanks to Hebrew School teachers, Kylei Mittler, Emily Quinn, Saul Katz, Barbara Clarin, Laurie
Rapkin (who never really gets to retire) and Rabbi for a great year.

Keep your eyes open for the “This Week in Hebrew School” email sent out each Friday. 
Click here to go to the Hebrew School Calendar. 

Questions? Contact Mrs. Walsh at kwalsh@flemingtonJCC.org.

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=MXZlb21kcGJpY2MyajVqcDdpbmlmZXByYXNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
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Hebrew School Events
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Youth Group

Questions? Contact Julia Sirota at julia.london.sirota@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events May
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Upcoming Events May and June

Upcoming Events June
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Upcoming Events June

Register here!

http://www.bikereg.com/farmland-ride
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Ongoing Events
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Ongoing Events

Future Events
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Mark Your Calendar NOW!
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Purim
Happenings
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Westside Woodwind Quintet
in memory of Mindy Engle-Friedman

On March 15th, 80+ family and friends gathered for a musical event featuring the Westside
Woodwind quintet in memory of former FJCC President and beloved congregant Mindy Engle-
Friedman. Thanks to Eliot Friedman's generosity in covering the costs of this event, including
the delicious desserts, all proceeds from this event will go directly to subsidizing children's

events at the FJCC, something Mindy felt very strongly about. Thank you to Deborah Kesselhaut
for working with Eliot to plan and execute such a beautiful event.

Happenings
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FJCC Sisterhood Woman of the Year
Mazel Tov, Nadine Milecofsky!

April 26, 2026

Happenings
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After services on February 21 our members gathered for a Lunch and Learn led by Pam
Nemeth. Pam shared with us the history of the Slave Castles of Ghana that she and her
husband Jonathan toured on their trip to Africa. She spoke about the dungeons where African
people were held before those that survived were shipped off to slavery. This was an aspect of
slavery that most of our congregants didn't know much about and appreciated the lessons and
pictures shared by Pam.

On February 28 we had a Lunch and Learn in celebration of the 20th Anniversary of our
congregation's current building. Members of the former FJCC Building Committee, including
Greg Scibilia, Ron Jampel, and former president Jeff Doshna, shared stories about all the work
and decision making that went into the construction of the building we now know as home. The
presenters even told stories of the times plans didn't always go as expected. In addition, there
was a table full of newspaper clippings, documents, and pictures on display for everyone to
view.

On March 7 Josh Wilk, Yiddishist and FJCC Hebrew School Alumnus led a Shabbat Lunch and
Learn where he gave a brief discussion about the Yiddish language and taught the group a few
Yiddish words and expressions. Josh has now formed a class for those interested in learning
more about Yiddish. The class meets every Tuesday at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in joining
the group can reach out to Rabbi Cohen. 

On Saturday, March 21 congregants participated in Shabbat Beyachad and after services they
attended a Pre-Passover Lunch and Learn led by Rabbi Cohen on the topic of Kitniyot. The
Rabbi explained why some Jewish people eat rice and beans on Passover and others don't. This
led to additional conversations about other family traditions people have for Passover. Prior to
this event people were asked to bring rice, beans, cooking oil, and diapers to be donated to
Harbor of Hope.

Shabbat Lunch & Learn 
Happenings
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May 1- Stephen Rogow
May 2- Helen Pollack, Connie Mitchko
May 3- Seth Newrock, Stephanie Scibilia
May 4- Cydney Cohn
May 5- Calvin Scibilia, Jordana Jaffe
May 6- Harris Rutbeck-Goldman
May 9- Rachelle Goldman, Jane Wasserman,
Reba Holley, Jenna Nifoussi
May 10- Jessica Corchin, Deborah Farber
May 11- Michael Weinstein, Sharon Winnick
May 12- Larissa Wolf
May 15- Carolyn Goldman
May 17- Howard Tabachnick
May 19- Leah Kleiman
May 20- Pamela Nemeth, Jonathan Weitz
May 22- Liam Byne, Mona Shapiro
May 23- Matthew Neibart
May 24- Barbara Clarin
May 25- Jessica Neibart, Ben Kestenbaum,
Martin Wolfson
May 26- Jenny Nahama, Sharon Landstrom
May 28- Robert Rapkin
May 29- Marsha Goldstein
May 30- Eric Cohen
May 31- Karen Walsh, Seth Rubin

June 1- Dmitry Kogosov
June 2- Joshua Butt, Nathan Lefkow
June 3- Lila Goldschmitt, Spencer
Goldschmitt
June 5- Jocelyn Pollack, Lisa Martin
June 6- Joan Rogow
June 7- Jennifer Woollacott, Sarah Sornstein,
Jeffrey Alexander
June 9- Barry Rubin
June 10- Josephine Kestenbaum, 
Rachel Farber
June 11- Scott Gerstein, Melissa Newrock,
Emily Clarin
June 14- Craig Sirota
June 15- Mark Weinstein, John Fellin
June 16- Antje Doyle
June 18- Florence Friedman Hurwitz
June 19- Barry Mittler
June 20- Jeffrey Rubin, Susan Rubin,
Avi Daniel Berzofsky
June 26- Marjorie Rednor
June 29- Jayna Kawas, Brandon Hubert
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May 3- Jeffrey & Amy Marshall
May 5- Robin & Bradley Mason

May 11- Seymour Mondshein & Lisa Martin
May 13- Brian & Dale Sperling

May 26- Harry & Laurie Rapkin, Alan & Debbie Hylton
May 29- James & Alissa Fox, Stephen & Joan Rogow

May 30- Ryan & Heather Goldschmitt, Florence Friedman Hurwitz & Loren Hurwitz

June 4- Dein & Mona Shapiro
June 8- Rachel & Garry Rodriguez

June 13- Richard Goodman & Stacey Gould, Judith & Michael Leibowitz
June 17- Scott Byne & Andrea Goldstein-Byne

June 18- Austin & Sharon Rednor, Kenneth & Sharon Skowronek
June 19- Stephen & Susan Rubin, Frank & Nancy Rumore

June 20- Arthur & Cathie Wetstein
June 22- Neil & Helen Pollack

June 23- Jonathan & Karen Stirberg
June 26- Phillip & Elise Franklin, Jason & Emily Quinn

June 29- Lesley Cohen-Lee & Cliff Lee
June 30- Scott & Kari Gursky
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May 2- Lori Ollwerther, Bernard Weiss
May 3- Marcellus Blount
May 5- Lillian Rapp
May 6- Jacob Moskovitz
May 7- Estelle Kern
May 9- Sylvia Goodman, Guy Landstrom, 
Sylvia Weiner
May 11- Emil Neibart, Sylvia Stolpen
May 12- Lynn Lipsitz
May 13- Walter Likuski
May 14- David Alan Daniels, Shelley Lynn
Goldstein, Victory Lonsk, Ruth Radzin
May 15- Goldie Goldstein, Leonard Hurwitz
May 16- Terry Berzofsky, Emma Leaf
May 18- Morton Engle
May 19- Sheldon H. Lipsitz
May 21- Mamie Kaminowitz, Alfred Kissin
May 22- Abram Kaplan
May 23- Natale Formica, Daniel Richman
May 25- Herb Spiegel
May 26- Millie Orlin, Jennie Silver Goldstein
May 27- Barbara Ackerman
May 30- Tzipora Chaikin, Flora Jacobson,
Isadore Kanter
May 31- Bessie Triber

June 1- Yetta Fersht, Ira Stolpen
June 2- Irene Suslow
June 3- Bernard Weschler
June 4- Samuel Baranoff, Norbert Hubert
June 6- Newton Brook, Steven Epstein, 
Edith Hylton, Judith Sandra, Edith Weinstein
June 7- Beatrice Williamson
June 8- Iris Ort Auerbacher, Rivia Hurwitz,
Shirley Richman
June 11- Abraham Mondshein
June 12- Harriet Nemeth
June 13- Murray Weinstein
June 14- Minnie Lipsitz
June 15- Marc Alan Suess
June 17- Simone Kestenbaum
June 18- Wesley Goldstein, Julius Goodman
June 19- Joyce Schindler
June 20- Bruce Newrock
June 21- Barbara Friedman, Helen Handler
June 22- Miriam Lily Rednor
June 24- H. Ronald Treinish
June 28- Michael Galer, Judith Weinstein
June 30- Jesse Mehrlust

Yahrzeits
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Donations

LINDA & JERRY ATLAS
Good health for daughter
Natalie

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

ALEC SOTO & JAY KAWARSKY
For the yahrzeit of Stacey Zisook
Robinson

AMY & SETH RUBIN
Genizah (burial of books)

JASON & EMILY QUINN

MITCHELL & BARBARA
CLARIN

MICHAEL & CAROL WOLF

NATHAN & PATRICIA LEFKOW

HARRIS & ARIELA RUTBECK-
GOLDMAN

DONNA LEVINSTON BRAFF &
RICKY BRAFF

JUDY & HUGH COHEN

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

JEFF DOSHNA

MARSHA GOLDSTEIN &
BRUCE DAVIDSON

LESLEY COHEN-LEE & CLIFF
LEE

ROSEMARY & EDWARD
MEHRLUST

RACHEL & GARRY RODRIGUEZ

CHERYL WEISENBERG &
HOWARD ROSENBAUM

JODI & JONATHAN WEITZ

NADINE MILECOFSKY

PAMELA & JONATHAN
NEMETH
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Donations

Center Series

PHYLLIS LERNER & ALAN
SELTZER

NADINE MILECOFSKY

KIM & JOSEPH MULLER

ADAH & ALAN RADZIN

DANIELL WEINSTOCK &
ELEENE GALLAGHER

ANONYMOUS

In memory of Tybie Deena
Milecofsky, sister of Nadine
Milecofsky

LINDA & JERRY ATLAS

ROSEMARY & EDWARD 
MEHRLUST
For the yahrzeit of Betty
Mehrlust & Katie Forman

In honor of Phil Stern
JUDY HEFFRON

General Donations

for the yahrzeit of Grandparents
Ida & Jacob Dvoor

MARLENE DVOOR

MELISSA & FRED KLEIMAN

For the yahrzeit of husband
William Doyle

ANTJE DOYLE

Giving Garden

ROSEMARY & EDWARD 
MEHRLUST
Mazel tov for Phoebe & Zach
Nemeth's auf ruf and wedding

ROSEMARY & EDWARD
MEHRLUST

100th Year Celebration
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JACK DANIELS
For the yahrzeit of mother Hilda
Daniels and wife Marian Daniels

Kiddush and Oneg

In celebration of Asher's 10th
birthay and Cheryl's 50th
birthday

CHERYL WEISENBERG &
HOWARD ROSENBAUM

In celebration of Sharon's
milestone birthday

SHARON & KEN BROOKS

PATTY & NATHAN LEFKOW
For the yahrzeit of Nathan's
mother Rita Lefkow and
grandmother Kitty Lefkow

AMY & JEFF MARSHALL
For the yahrzeits of Jeff's
parents Richard & Rose Marshall

ELIOT FRIEDMAN
For the yahrzeit of Mindy Engle-
Friedman

ROBIN & JEFF ALEXANDER
For the yahrzeit of Robin's father
David Waldman

RONI STOLPEN
For the yahrzeit of husband Alan
Stolpen

CAROLYN & DAVID GOLDMAN
For the yahrzeit of David's
father, Irwin Goldman

Kiddush and Oneg

For the yahrzeit of Jay's father,
Irwin Kawarsky

ALEC SOTO & JAY KAWARSKY

In celebration of the conversion
of Robert Tousignant

RABBI ERIC COHEN

ANNELIESE & HOWARD
NIFOUSSI
For the yahrzeit of Corinne
Nifoussi, mother of Howard

Building

In memory of Carol Haber

ZEL & MARSHA GERSTEIN
-In celebration of the birth of
Robin & Jeff Alexander’s
granddaughter Eliana Maya
Nadel
-Mazel Tov to Julia Sirota on her
acceptance to the NYU Medical
School Program
-Refuah shlemah to Richard
Hotchkiss for a speedy recovery!

PATRICIA & NATHAN LEFKOW

Donations
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